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IT'S A TOUCHY SUBJECT 


$7Htm 

At the pinnacle of motocross racing, feeling is everything. 
With this in mind, we set out to design the most precise 
and articulate glove to date. The all new Draft glove 
features four way stretch panelling with structural 
silicone inlay for the ideal balance between flexibility and 
support. As the final barrier between man and machine, 
there’s no room to settle for “close enough". 






JASON ANDERSON'S 
DRAFT INDI GLOVES - MINNEAPOLIS SX 



OFFICIALLY LICENSED APPAREL 


THE 2017 COLLECTION BY FACTORY EFFEX 




sv\ 



# YAMAHA 


tMmJKL 




FACTORY E F F E X 
SEE THE ENTIRE 2017 COLLECTION AT 


FACTORYEFFEX.COM 




MIPS changes the way to think about helmet safety. Developed by brain surgeons and scientists to reduce rotational forces on the brain caused by angled 
impacts to the head. Adding MIPS to the Evolve 4 helmet brings state of the art safety technology other companies charge double the price for Modern helmet 
shells have many sculptured ridges and valleys in them. Most helmets, including some very expensive brands, do not have an impact absorbing EPS liner that 
follows and fills in those peaks and valleys. The Evolve 4 MIPS dual density liner does fill in those peaks and valleys and this creates improved impact 
absorption. Safety is key with all our helmets and the Evolve 4 MIPS passes two of the toughest safety standards today. 


RQ0 ANSWERRACING.COM 



SitvercooF padding also reduces odor and is anti microbial 
9 intake and exhaust vents help keep you cool 
d eyebrow vents help evaporate sweat before it drips into eyes and goggles 
Flexible rubber nose/cbeek piece to help deflect roost 
Weight 3.? pounds, M50 grams [site medium! 


Meets or exceeds FCE 33-05 safety standard 

Meets or exceeds DM FM^SS 318 safety standard 

Shell made of injection molded polycarbonate 

MIPS liner in between the comfort liner and the dual density FPS liner 

Silver cool* moisture wicking liner is removable and washable 


BLACK/BREY/ORAHBE 

OLOSSFINISH 


BLACK/REO/ACID 

OLOSSFINISH 


iLS EVOLVE 4 
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LAB I 3LUE 


3LUE LABEL radically pushes the boundaries of performance and comfort with all new 
materials and construction, emerging as the world's most technically advanced racewear. 
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next-level technical racewear. 


PERFORMANCE • DURABILITY ■ STYLE 

Gettin' Hot? Grab some Kinetic Mesh ‘ 
racewear. The superior breathabi I ity- 
of FLY's durable mesh-tech panel 
design allows massive airflow that will yp 
keep you cool and comfortable. The 
Crux graphic was inspired by low-poly 




kinetic 1 

MESH mm 






5 Kinetic Mesh Relapse graphic at FLYRACING.COM 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 


PHOTO BY MIKE EMERY 



“DON'T THROW THAT AWAY! IT WILL COME BACK IN STYLE, WATCH.” 

-MY WIFE 


At first one might not consider moto- 
cross racing to be a fashion-fickle sport 
with all of the horsepower, technology, 
and danger involved, but the truth of 
the matter is that looking cool is nearly 
as important as riding fast to most rac- 
ers. The trends and styles that have 
swept through our sport have varied 
greatly through the three decades that 
I've been involved, and a few weeks 
ago when Roger Larsen at Seven MX 
gave me my first set of compression 
riding gear, I sat down to reflect upon 
the many fads that I have bought into. 
Granted, though the tight-fitting base 
layer of the Seven MX Zero gear has 
already been mimicked by several 
other gear companies and appears to 
be here to stay, I must admit to feel- 
ing like a poseur-being a fat vet-class 
racer decked out in the same stuff as 
the Stewart brothers. 

I was a JT Racing diehard when 
I started riding in the late '80s, and I 
saved my pennies to emulate David 
Bailey's look on the bike. (Notice 


that I said "look" and not "style"-my 
on-bike abilities were far from being 
Bailey-esque.) When fluorescent col- 
ors burst into the scene I was all in: I 
looked like a Cal-Trans worker, I had 
so much flo orange on. 

AXO Sport made its debut soon 
after, and their simple, effective 
magazine ads won me over instantly. 
The jerseys were super thick and had 
mock-neck collars and terry cloth 
cuffs that were super hot, but I didn't 
care-it was the latest and greatest! 

I believe I've already written 
about my ridiculous obsession with 
open-faced helmets because I want- 
ed to be like Johnny O'Mara and Jeff 
Ward. Even when good-looking, safer 
full-faced helmets were available, I al- 
ways went the open-face-and-mouth 
guard route. When Wardy himself 
finally switched to a horrible-looking 
Shoei full-face, though, so did I. The 
chin bar looked like the airbox on a 
lawnmower, but I didn't care-The Fly- 
ing Freckle wore one! 


I'm ashamed to admit that I dove 
headfirst into the LBZ baggy gear 
craze in the early '90s. I watched 
Crusty Demons Of Dirt about a 
thousand times, and when I became 
friends with LBZ founder Mike Rus- 
sell, I was living the crusty lifestyle! 
"Really, man, they are way more 
comfortable than those tight pants," 
I told my big brother Ross when he 
made fun of me. "This stuff is for 
real!" I was always bummed that the 
purple crushed-velvet pants were 
out of stock every time I asked Rus- 
sell for some, but now maybe I'm 
glad they were. 

Jeremy McGrath's Sinisalo kits in 
'93 and '94 were game changers in 
my eyes. The bold, allover sublimated 
graphics were the shit, and I had al- 
most every kit he wore, down to the 
Bell helmet and Alpinestars boots. 
It was really embarrassing one day 
when he showed up at Carlsbad Race- 
way for a local REM Saturday race, and 
we were dressed identically... 


Fox Racing made a statement in 
the mid-'90s with earth-tone colors, 
and I was instantly enamored with 
the forest green and burgundy col- 
orway. I even had a helmet painted 
to match! At the time, I couldn't be- 
lieve that I had ever worn flo colors 
and I preferred at the time to look 
like I was going hiking in Yosemite 
than picking up trash on the side of 
the highway. 

Fast-forward to '07, one of the 
coolest kits I ever had was a custom 
Alpinestars pant and jersey that I 
wore throughout my one and only 
attempt to race at the AMA Loretta 
Lynn's Amateur Nationals. Complete 
with a Japanese-design theme that 
included geisha girls, a rising sun, 
dragons, and The Great Wave, the 
jerseys were the first I'd ever had with 
my name and number sublimated 
into the fabric. Never mind that the 
pants fit me poorly and the gloves 
gave me blisters-all of it was custom 
and unobtainable, and I felt like a big 
deal when I wore it! (Now that Astars 
gear is available for sale in the United 
States, I've found it to be light years 
more comfortable than my OG stuff 
from back in the day.) 

Forthe most part, nothing in the 
past 10 years has been exception- 
ally outlandish or a radical depar- 
ture from the norm. Fabrics and cuts 
have varied, but this current Seven 
stuff is probably the most unique 
when compared to everything else. 
(Giving credit where credit is due, 
AXO was the first to utilize a tight 
compression base layer with a tank 
top jersey over it several years ago, 
but perhaps was ahead of its time 
and lacking a superstar like James 
Stewart to make it cool.) 

So I wonder: In time will I look 
back on this photo with the same 
tongue-in-cheek memories that I do 
of my previous moto fashion faux 
pas? Only time will tell... 




Only Sidi boots purchased from an 
authorized Sidi-Motonation dealer are 
covered by our product warranty. 


www.motonation.com *.* 
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"What's the worst bone you've broken on your dirt bike? 



EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Donn Maeda 


I've snapped both of my 
collarbones and now have 
two metal plates and a 
dozen or so screws. 



SENIOR CONTRIBUTING 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ryne Swanberg 

I compound fractured my ulna 
and radius that put an end to 
my moto career. 



ART DIRECTOR 

Shane Kinman 


My Skull. 

What was the question 
again? 



ONLINE EDITOR/ 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

Michael Antonovich 


Simple snapped collarbone. 
The YZ250 was too much. 



PHOTO EDITOR 

Mike Emery 


I don't really have any broken 
bone stories from moto, 
but I do have a bum knee. 
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EDITOR 
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I burst fractured my L3 
vertebrae into a bunch of 
pieces, but no surgery only 
because it was risky. That 
was a gnarly one! 
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www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 


PIONEERING SINCE 1903 



PROGRESSION IS INEVITABLE 


At the forefront of motocross progression, stands the 2017 Husqvarna 
Motorcycles motocross range. It features the all-new TC 250 2-stroke, 
alongside the innovative FC 4-stroke models with their cutting-edge 
electronics that tame the most powerful engines on the market. Smooth 
and controllable, yet deceptively fast - functional design combines with 
the new WP AER 48 forks to give riders the confidence needed to break 
new ground in their never-ending quest for success. 
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Husq varna ' 

MOTORCYCLES 



Please make no attempt to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 

The illustrated vehicles may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. www.kiika.com 
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We took all the safety features built into our SE4 carbon 
fiber and SE4 composite helmets and wrapped it in our new 
polyacrylite shell to produce an affordable premium helmet. 


SB, 
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MIPS - Brain Protection System Standard 
Triple Density EPP/EPS Protection 
Anatomically Contoured 3D Cheek Pads 
14 Hi-Flow Ventilation Intake Ports 
6 Rear Ventilation Exhaust Ports 
Lightweight Aluminum Hardware 
Soft Drawstring Helmet Sock 



Sold At Finer Dealers Worldwide | www.troyleedesigns.com 







YOUR 


IS OUR PRIORITY 


201 7 KTM 450 SX-F FACTORY EDITION 

READY TO RACE from top to bottom, the 2017 KTM 450 SX-F FACTORY EDITION is 
a purpose-built motocross bike equipped with advanced performance components 
that have been tested and proven by the Factory champions that race them. 
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OFFICIAL 

PARTNER 

WORLDWIDE 


The Italian motorcycle 
manufacturer Betamotor 
fills the machines on its 
bikes with oil from 
LIQUI HOLY. 

Oil is the basis for engine 
power and service life. 
Betamotor doesn't want to 
make any compromises 
here. LIQUI HOLY 
stands very 
simply for top 
quality since 







BY ERIC JOHNSON 


PHOTO BY MIKE EMERY 


JUSTIN HILL 


■ In 2014 Justin Hill enjoyed a breakout Super- 
cross season with the highly regarded Monster 
Energy/Pro Circuit/Kawasaki race team. Winning 
his first race at Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego, 
the sophomore rider backed that up with an im- 
pressive triumph that May at the Dave Coombs 
Memorial East/West Shootout in Las Vegas. Fourth 
overall in the 250SX West Region Championship, 
the young Hill was only bettered by the soon-to- 
be-graduating Jason Anderson, Cole Seely, and 
Dean Wilson. So impressed with the Oregon-born 
racer that year, Red Bull KTM Factory Team Man- 
ager Roger DeCoster went after him with guns a' 
blazing, ultimately signing Hill to race for the Aus- 
trian brand in 2015 and 2016 seasons. All things 
considered, things such as crashes, injuries, and 
more than a few big and costly mistakes, the two- 
year campaign did not go well. But all was not lost. 
During the off-season, Mitch Payton reconnected 
with his former rider and the two hammered out 
a deal that would see him ride a Monster Energy/ 
Pro Circuit/Kawasaki KX250F in the 2017 Western 
Regional 250 Supercross Championship. Putting 
all things KTM behind him in conjunction with do- 
ing some serious introspection and soul searching, 
down deep Hill knew he was ready for a second 
go-around with the Corona, California-based effort. 

"I've said it before, but I knew that I'd grown 
up enough to go back and race for Mitch," Hill 
reflected on his mindset heading into the start of 
the '17 season. "I knew that I had been through 
enough things and seen enough things, and I 
knew I could do it this time. It's just all the little 
things that you don't think about. It's eliminating 
little, stupid stuff. Like if you don't risk yourself 
all the time, you have less of a chance of dumb 
things happening. I was really confident before 
the season started. I knew that when it came to the 
races and it came to racing the main events and 
doing my job, I could do it this time. I'm not too 
much different, but I've definitely just grown up. 
I've also earned little things that kind of make you 
work better with the team. I would say my work 
ethic is still the same, but I would say I've gained 
some knowledge on just how to work and to place 
things correctly. That doesn't go unnoticed by the 
team. If they see you and know that you're doing 
good with things, they respect that. It's helped me 
in the whole scheme of things justto fit with every- 
one. I fit with Mitch and the entire team." ^ 
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K I C K S TA R T 


BY ERIC JOHNSON 


JUSTIN HILL 


Despite the fact that he only raced three 250SX East Region main 
events in 2016-he won at Toronto before crashing out hard dur- 
ing practice a week later at Ford Field in Detroit— Hill, who was 
duly sent to the sidelines for the better part of the entire year, 
used the downtime to reassess his approach to the sport. 

"The time off after the Detroit crash helped a lot," Flill ex- 
plained of the injury-induced layoff. "Taking the season I had and 
all the injuries and all the stupid stuff, just to take that out of the 
equation, my year could have been good. I thought about that a 
lot coming into 201 7. If I just would have raced and I would have 
been healthy, I know I could have done this and could have done 
that. That's what made me think that I just needed to eliminate 
the stupid stuff and stay healthy. It gave me motivation because 
I thought, 'If I just do this, this, and this, we can be winning this 
thing.' That definitely motivated me coming into '1 7." 



As the off-season rolled into the 
late autumn months, Flill suffered a 
relatively serious setback when he 
crashed while practicing at Mile- 
stone in Southern California and 
broke his collarbone and a shoulder 
blade. While he'd recover quickly, 
the off-time abbreviation put him 
behind on his training schedule. 
Flill said that the injury and lack of 
overall fitness was the cause of his 
somewhat off-song fifth-place finish 
at the 2017 250 Supercross opener 
at Angel Stadium. 

"When I came into Anaheim, I 
had no time to get my fitness where 
I needed it to be," Hill said. "I didn't 
have time to be ready physically. I 
just had no time to get all that fig- 
ured out. After that race that night, I 
was discouraged, but I also thought, 
'I know what I need to do now. I 
know what I have to work on; I know 
what I have to gain on if we're go- 
ing to do this thing.' All of that was 
the physical-side. After that race 
Johnny Louch and I just pedaled 
and pedaled as much as we could. 
After Anaheim I knew that I needed 
to work on my breathing, my legs, 
everything, so that week before San 
Diego I just did the best I could to 
be ready. I knew that to win, it was 
going to hurt. Winning hurts. You 
have to push through it no mat- 
ter what. I knew that I could push 
through things and try to win." 

And he almost did with at Petco 
Park. Forced to motor through the 
pack after a lowly bottom-of-the- 
pack start, Hill charged for all the 
KX250F and he were worth and 
came a few turns away from zapping 
winner Shane McElrath at the finish. 

"I should have won San Diego," 
Hill declared. "I was five inches away 
from passing McElrath. San Diego 
put me in a position to where I was 
saying, 'Yeah, I know I can do it. I just 
need to keep fine-tuning.' 

"To win, you have to make it hap- 
pen," he furthered. "You have to be 
the guy. When the 1 5 minutes of the 
main event come around and the 
points are being paid, that means 
everything to me. That's when I go. 


I don't stress about anything, I don't 
worry. I know what my job is. If I do 
that job on Saturday, then it's all 
about just building momentum and 
staying healthy and staying fit. If I 
can just keep doing that and worry 
about those 1 5 minutes, I don't ever 
have to leave it up to anybody else 
again. It's all on me." 

On Saturday night, January 21, 
2017, inside Angel Stadium in Or- 
ange County, California, it all came 
right for Hill when he led every lap 
to win the 250 main event. "At Ana- 
heim II, I just wanted to dominate 
and not have anybody touch me. 
Me winning one race was like, 'Okay, 
cool. Winning is the only thing we 
should be doing, so why are we 
celebrating so hard?' That's not to 
sound cocky or anything, but I just 
knew that's what I had to do." 

Immediately thereafter came three 
straight victories at Phoenix, Oak- 
land, and Arlington. "When I won at 
San Diego (2014), it was cool, but 
then when I did it the next few times, 
that's when I was like, 'Yes, now this 
is good.' You get into a rhythm and 
you know it and you know what it 
takes to win. It's hard to get to that 
point, so when you're there it feels 
awesome. Winning four in a row and 
having a big championship points 
lead is what everything I've ever 
done in my life is for. That's the deal." 

To display domination during a 
Supercross series had been a long 
time coming for Mitch Payton and the 
proud Monster Energy/Pro Circuit/ 
Kawasaki team. Mutually thrilled at how 
well the series has been going for both 
team and rider, the two have been effu- 
sive in their praise for each other. 

"When I signed with Mitch I said 
to him, 'Okay, so we did it, now it's 
time for me to make you look good. 
Now here's the time to get you the 
number-one plate on the door that 
we're missing.' He just loved that. 
So when we started to win and ev- 
erything was going just right, he was 
pumped. It made me happy that he 
gave me a chance to do it, and it 
made him happy that I'm taking ad- 
vantage of that chance." 


PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY 
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Careful to not get ahead of them- 
selves, Payton and Hill have been 
cautious in their enthusiasm, as the 
Seattle, Salt Lake, and Las Vegas 
rounds of the West Region series 
still beckon. 

"I didn't want to stop racing," 
Hill admitted of the lengthy West 
Region break. "We were on a roll, 
everything was going good, and 
there is no reason to stop when you 
have things figured out. It's almost 
scary to take time off, because you 
just spent so much time getting to 
that point." 


If all goes to the master plan, Hill 
will be thrilled to nail down his first 
professional title this spring. And 
should he be fortunate enough to 
make that happen, he's fully cognizant 
of what will come shortly thereafter. 

"The 450 class is the only thing 
I look forward to as far as the sport 
goes," Hill enthused. "If I was racing 
and I thought I would never gradu- 
ate to a 450 team, I would be so 
unmotivated. I love the 250 right 
now, it's so not my bike. I can ride 
the 450 the way I want to. It's taken 
me a long time just to get good on 


the 250. I know that sounds stupid 
to people, but as soon as I hop on 
a 450, it comes to me so easy. I'm 
a 450 guy. Game plan is to go to 
the big bike-1 want to be on a big 
bike. I wantto be on a 450 and keep 
doing what we're doing. There's no 
reason to not win that one. I think Eli 
looks really good and Dungey is ob- 
viously always strong, but there are 
some people sneaking in there and 
making things happen and I'm like, 
'You know what? I belong up there.'" 

People like 450cc class rookie 
Cooper Webb? 


"Sure. Exactly," Hill said. "In my 
opinion, I didn't think I was ever go- 
ing to come out swinging as a pro- 
fessional on a 250 like I will on a 450. 
It's just my bike. It'll just happen." 

So now comes the final stretch 
of the 2017 250SX West Region 
Championship for Justin Hill. Will 
it be a dearly sought-after number- 
one plate for the Monster Energy/ 
Pro Circuit/Kawasaki team and 
him, and, ultimately, a graduation 
present of 200 cubic centimeters 
of power? Stay tuned, as time will 
soon tell the tale. 



Name: Collin Shiner 
Age: 19 

Hometown: Yorba Linda, CA 
Classes Raced: 450 Pro, Pro-Open 
Sponsors: Mom and Dad, 

Team 3BR, MagikSC, Core MX, 
DSC Construction, CMI, 

Naveen Powersports 


■ Just about every kid who's taken an 
interest in dirt bikes at a young age 
has played with the thought of some- 
how turning the two-wheeled hobby 
into a career by becoming a profes- 
sional racer, but that wasn't the case 
for Collin Shiner. At an early age, the 
TWMX Race Series regular became 
well aware of the struggles that pro- 
fessional racers encounter through- 
out their career and came to the 
conclusion that racing professionally 
just wasn't the career path for him. By 
that time, though, his sights were al- 


ready set on following in his father's 
footsteps by becoming a firefighter. 

" I've always had my mind set on be- 
coming a firefighter because I wanted 
a job that will benefit me in the long 
run, and I've always enjoyed helping 
people," he explains. Shiner's path to 
firefighting began in high school and 
still continues today, as he hopes to 
be become a certified EMT by the end 
of June. While much of his attention is 
aimed at his future, you can still catch 
this 1 9-year-old SoCal native at select 


TWMXRS rounds where he's enjoyed 
much success over the years. "Yeah, 
motocross racing is awesome and it's 
brought me a lot of great memories, 
but you can't be a professional racer 
forever. At some point everyone has 
to step away from racing, and I'm do- 
ing so to better my future." & 

The TWMX Race Series is proudly 
supported by SPY Optic, Bell, Yamaha, 
Boyesen, FMF, ODI, Race Awards, 
MTA, Neken, Action Sport Canopies, 
Next Components, and Spectro Oils. 
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Cooper is wearing the '* Essential" white T-shirt. 

Part of the new Spring 17 collection available now at finer dealers worldwide. 
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THE BIKE 


THE MOO EL 


td-racing.com 

vertexpistons. com 

fmfracing.com 

cycraracing.com 

fasterusa.com 

racetech.com 

decalmx.com 


Sometimes an opportunity to work with a model just pops up 
out of nowhere, and this leaves us scrambling to find a bike 
and location to shoot her with/at. This month was one of those 
times, but our friend Jamie Ellis of Twisted Development was 
happy to let us borrow his dyno room for a couple hours. Twist- 
ed Development is highly regarded as one of the sport's pre- 
mier engine builders, and they have built several fire-breathing 
machine for us in the past. 

Our friend Jay Clark lives down the street, and we can al- 
ways count on him to have some sort of project bike in the 
works. In this case, he was building up a KTM 450 SX-F for an- 
other one of our friends, Donnie Bales of First Turn Films. Visu- 
ally, the bike was stunning, thanks to a set of Cycra Powerflow 
plastic, DeCal Works graphics, and a set of Faster USA wheels. 
Power, meanwhile, was boosted with a high-compression Ver- 
tex Piston and an FMF exhaust, while Race Tech suspension 
mods made it easier to keep the beast under control. ^ 


Rebecca Nicole is a 26-year-old model with a decade of expe- 
rience, as she kickstarted her promo-modeling career at her 
local Plooters, of all places. "You couldn't be a waitress, but you 
could be a hostess at 16," she says. "That's how I got started 
with promotional modeling, and I've been at it ever since." 

We first noticed her as the Amsoil Arenacross 30-second- 
board Monster Girl, a gig she's really enjoying in her first season 
on the road. "I'd previously worked for Monster Energy at the 
Baja off-road races, but those include all types of vehicles," she 
says. "Arenacross is a lot different; it's like my new little family. I 
really enjoy the family atmosphere and all the little kids...l love to 
make them really uncomfortable in the meet-and-greet sessions." 

Although she had no prior connections with motocross, Re- 
becca does hope to learn to ride a motocross bike someday 
at "slow to moderate speeds only." Any takers? Follow her on 
Instagram at @miss_rebecca_nicole. 









PREMIUM H 


Sales : 1.300.703.1073 - Tech: 1.330.030.3030 
International: 1.330.030.0030 - SCode: 1700TW 

Orders over $ 99 ship via our fast ground delivery anywhere in the contiguous U.S. for FREE! 

No shipping or handling fees. And as always, there are no rural delivery fees. 

Details at Pawer5partsPlace.com 


Mail to: P.0. Box 909 Dept. 1706TW Akron, OH 44309 • Typographical errors and errors in description or photography are subject to correction. 

Some parts are not legal for use in California or other states with similar laws/regulations. Please check your state and/or local laws/regulations. ©2017 AUTOSALES, INC. 
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■ DVO Suspension has over 27 years of suspension building 
experience. Only built with top quality materials, MX inspired 
shim stack controlled damping for unlimited tunablility, hand 
assembled, and never mass-produced. 

This is DVO. 


LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS AT 

www.DVOSUSPENSION.com 


DIAMOND BOOST 









MTB MADNESS 


BY THE TESTING STAFF OF TWMX 
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TRAIL TESTED 




Price: $5,599.99 
Frame: Carbon fiber 
Wheelsize: 29" 

Fork: Fox Float 34 Performance w/Twinloc 
Shock: Fox Nude 1 20 mm with Twinloc 
Drivetrain: SRAM X01 1x12 Eagle 
Brakes: Shimano XT 
Seatpost: Fox Transfer 125 mm 


The most impressive thing about 
the Spark-for us motocrossers, at 
least-is the clever on-the-fly sus- 
pension adjuster. Mounted next to 
the left grip is a dropper seatpost 
control (a godsend in tricky de- 
scents), as well as a Scott's patented 
Twinloc System lever. In the first set- 
ting, the fork and shock move freely 
and the bike is plush and ready to 
tackle descents. The second click 
locks out the shock so that the bike 
climbs like a hardtail, and the third 
locks out the fork, too, for really 
treacherous climbs where you don't 
want to sacrifice any of your pedal 
power to suspension bob. -> 


■ The Scott Spark is the brand's 
cross-country-specific bicycle, and 
we've been very impressed with 
them through the years. For 2017, 
the Spark received a frame update 
with a completely new rear suspen- 
sion design that utilizes a rocker 
linkage system that moves the shock 
from beneath the top tube to the 
bottom of the main triangle. Geom- 
etry has been altered, with a slacker 
front-end for more high-speed sta- 
bility and a steeper seatpost angle 
for better climbing leverage. 


scott-sports.com 



TRAIL 

TESTED 


Scott Spark 900 


The first couple days we spent on the Spark 900 
were amazing, and we were blown away by the 
bike's stiff, quick response and the remarkable per- 
formance of the front and rear suspension. With 
the Non Dot Adventures Whiting Ranch Time Trial 
around the corner, we decided to have our local 
Elite-class racer, Joel Titius, put the Spark to the ul- 
timate test. With less than 30 minutes of tinkering 
around on the unfamiliar bike, Titius raced it to a 
close second-place finish in the Men's Elite class. 
Here is what he had to say about the Spark 900. 

" The Scott Spark 900 is of those bikes that you 
don't have to learn and get used to; the bike will 
handle anything you throw at it with ease and effi- 
ciency and so much control! After racing and riding 
a 1 9-pound hardtail rocket and several other top- 
brand full-suspension bikes, I can honestly say this 
bike can out-climb all of them, simply because of 
the traction it grabs. The shock seems to know when 


to be firm and when to be plush, and when you 
think you know better than the bike, you can manu- 
ally adjust it with the remote lockout. The Spark has 
perfect geometry for descending and climbing. 

" The first time I really rode the bike was at the 
Non Dot TT race. When I got to the climb I was 
able to transfer every bit of power I had to the 
ground, and when I got to the descent-one that I 
had only ridden a few times-l was able to attack it 
like it was one of my regular routes because I felt 
so confident and fast on the bike." 

It's always nice to connect the brands we moto 
and train with, and yes, this Scott is the same 
brand that produces the Prospect Goggle, which 
we named 2016 Product Of The Year. As tested, 
our Spark 900 costs $5,599.99, but with 28 dif- 
ferent builds to choose from-including versions 
made specifically for women-there is one to fit 
every budget. ^ 



SENSUS LITE GRIPS $28 

Red Bull Rampage champion and all-around madman Cam Zink owns 
his own grip company, and we have to say: Sensus Grips are pretty 
awesome. Featuring a ton of tiny ribs that flex in your hands, the Sen- 
sus Lite grip offers beaucoup traction and great vibration dampen- 
ing. Utilizing a single lock-on mechanism, they are easy to install and 
stay put in seconds. Best of all? They weigh only 1 .6 ounces each! 


FIVETEN KESTREL LACE SHOE $150 

The crew at Five Ten produces some of the coolest shoes for moun- 
tain biking, hiking, and rock climbing, all with very specific technolo- 
gies for each discipline. The Kestrel Lace shoe works great on the trail 
with its clipless pedal compatibility, stiff nylon shank for great power 
transfer to the pedals, tough abrasion-resistant upper, and Velcro 
strap for security-and it also looks good before and after your rides if 
you decide to wear it from home. Don't get us wrong: Cycling shoes 
aren't great to walk in because of their stiff, efficient soles, but in a 
pinch these bad boys don't look goofy inside the coffee shop if you 
forgot your flip-flops. We love them! 


thesensus.com 


fiveten.com 



What It Is 

First launched in 2015, Flexair is Fox Racing's top-of-the-line riding apparel, and 
it is built with complete freedom of movement in mind. For 2017, the Flexair 
pant chassis received an all-new design. Made of four-way stretch TruMotion 
fabric, the knee of the pant has been redesigned for a sleeker fit throughout 
the joint's range of motion. The internal liner has been removed from the pant 
to reduce weight and snagging against knee braces, and the seams have been 
taped to eliminate any chaffing. Perhaps the biggest change to the chassis, 
however, is the new waistband that features a rigid back panel and a floating 
belt design that helps better secure the pant. The jersey, meanwhile, is still 
made of Fox's TruDri fabric that both stretches and flows an incredible amount 
of air, and it received a new bonded cuff. 


Price: $94.95 (jersey); $229.95 (pant) 


Hits 

• As it has been since it was intro- 
duced, the Flexair jersey is ridicu- 
lously comfortable. Stretchy and very 
breathable, it feels more like a high- 
end golf shirt than a dirt bike jersey. 

• The forearm cut of the jersey is very 
tapered, and we like the new wrist 
cuff treatment. 

• Sans the internal mesh liner, the 
Flexair pant slides on easily over all 
brands of knee braces and offers 
absolutely no restriction while rid- 
ing. The taped seams do not rub or 
chafe your skin. 


• The knee area of the pant has just 
the right amount of room and stretch. 
The original Flexair pant would 
bunch up with excess material when 
you straightened your leg. No more! 

• The waistband of the new pant has 
been completely redesigned, and 
the floating belt system really allows 
you to cinch the waist closure down. 
The waistband snugs up right above 
your hip bones and keeps the pant 
in place, even when seat bouncing 
or accelerating on a bike with an 
extra-grippy seat cover. 


• Like the jersey, the pant flows a no- 
ticeable amount of air. 

• Initially, we questioned the dura- 
bility of the pant and jersey. After 
some crashes in rocky conditions, 
we have been pleasantly surprised 
to find that the minimalistic feel of 
the stretch fabrics do not necessarily 
mean less durability. 

Misses 

• Flexair is the most expensive rid- 
ing gear available. 

• For now, the new Flexair gear is 
available in very limited quantities in 
the Copper Moth colorway. In fact, it 
will likely be sold out by the time you 
read this. New releases, however, 
are scheduled several more times 
this year. 

The Verdict 

To be honest, when Flexair first 
debuted in 2015 we were more 
impressed with the jersey than the 
pant, which just seemed like a more- 
stretchy version of the 360. The new 
Flexair pant, however, is the most 
comfortable motocross pant we 
have ever ridden in, bar none. Com- 
bined with the jersey, this kit feels 
like you're riding naked. 

foxracing.com 
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PRODUCT REPORT 


PHOTOS BY DONN MAEDA 


PRO CIRCUIT 

TI-6 PRO TITANIUM SYSTEM 


Price: $999.95 

Application: All four-strokes (tested here on 201 7 KTM 450 SX-F) 



METZELER MC 360 TIRES 



Price: $1 00.85 (80/1 00-21 front); $1 1 2.05 
to $130.73 (100/90-19 to 120/80-19 rears) 


What It Is 

Metzeler is not a new name in off-road motorcycling, but in recent 
years it has focused its attention on producing high-end road motor- 
cycle tires. The introduction of the all-new MC 360 off-road tires, how- 
ever, has thrust the German brand back into the moto limelight. Two 
versions are available-mid-to-soft and mid-to-hard versions-and we 
recently spent some time on the mid-to-soft terrain MC 360s. 


Hits 

• Surprisingly, the MC 360 tires are DOT-approved. This means that 
they can legally be ridden on the street or used on dual-sport mo- 
torcycles. 


• The MC 360's aggressive tread pattern offers great straight- 
line traction. 


• Even though the mid-to-soft tire is designated 
for specific use, it is adept at finding traction on 
intermediate-to-hard surfaces. 


• The carcass construction and sidewalls feel softer than 
other brands and offers considerable flex, keeping the meat 
of the treads in contact with the ground on flat corners. This 
also gives the tires a greater bump absorption quality than 
stiffer tires. 


• Both front and rear tires offer great traction going straight and 
while cornering; however, at lean in, we noticed some wallow from 
the softer sidewalls. Increasing tire pressure from 1 2 pounds to 1 2.5 
offered more rigidity without sacrificing much traction in other areas. 


The Verdict 

Metzeler is one of the legendary brands in motocross racing, and 
it's great to have them back as options when shopping for new rub- 
ber. The MC 360s are unique in that they are DOT-approved, yet still 
deliver top performance on the track. 


What It Is 

The Pro Circuit Ti-6 Pro Titanium Sys- 
tem is designed for professional rac- 
ers who must comply with AMA/FIM 
sound regulations. Made completely 
of titanium with a carbon fiber end 
cap, the system is made in the Unit- 
ed States and designed to boost 
power throughout the powerband. 

Hits 

• Our 2017 KTM 450 SX-F test bike 
has a wide gap between second 
and third gear, and we were con- 
sidering adding a tooth to the rear 
sprocket to bridge the gap. The Pro 
Circuit exhaust provides significant 
gains in the low-end and midrange 
that eliminated the flaw in the bike's 
powerband. 

• Fit and finish was excellent, and the 
system fit perfectly, with no hassles. 
(We wish we could say the same 
about the stock KTM exhaust, which 
requires you to remove the top and 
bottom shock-mount bolts to remove 
the header pipe.) 


Misses 

• The MC 360's softer sidewalls seem to be more active in 
braking bumps. 


• For some reason, our test bike now 
fires up easier and quicker with the 
Pro Circuit exhaust installed. With the 
OEM system installed, it took several 
cranks of the electric starter to fire 
the bike. 


• The 450 SX-F seems to rev freer and 
quicker with the PC system in place, 
without a loss of the low-end grunt 
that we love. 


Misses 

• The pipe costs the 450 SX-F a bit 
of its top-end overrev. The low-end 
and midrange gains, however, are an 
excellent trade-off. 


The Verdict 

The standard exhaust system on the 
2017 KTM 450 SX-F is hard to beat, 
as it produces great power through- 
out the rpm range. The Pro Circuit 
Ti-6 Pro Titanium system cuts weight, 
looks great, and improves upon the 
big orange bike's award-winning en- 
gine package. 


metzeler.com 




SUZUKI GENUINE 



Suzuki, the “S” logo, ECSTAR, and the Suzuki model and product names are 
Suzuki trademarks or s . ©Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. 2017. 
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PRODUCT REPORT 


PHOTOS BY DONN MAEDA & MIKE EMERY 



GAERNE SG-12 BOOT 


Price: $629 


Price: $599 

Application: Most current bikes (tested here on a 201 7 Yamaha YZ450F) 


What It Is 

The Gaerne SG-12 is the Italian boot 
maker's top-of-the line motocross of- 
fering, and it features a dual-stage 
hinged ankle design, large grip 
guards on the inner calf, a carbon 
fiber shank in the sole, and a dual du- 
rometer rubber sole. In recent years, 
the toe box of the SG-12 has been 
redesigned with a lower profile and 
a tougher toe cap. 


• SG-12s are easy to slip into and 
buckle up, thanks to bootie-free 
design and straightforward buckles. 

• These are quite possibly the easi- 
est buckles to operate and adjust of 
any boot available. 

• The sole has excellent feel on the 
pegs, with great traction. 


What It Is 

The Rekluse Radius X Auto Clutch is the latest and greatest from the 
company that made auto clutch setups huge. In contrast to the com- 
pany's Core EXP 3.0 auto clutch that replaces the entire OEM clutch 
mechanism, the Radius X incorporates basket sleeves that allow the 
stock basket to work with thin TorqDrive friction plates and the com- 
pany's flagship automatic EXP disc, which is the key component in the 
conversion. Working off centrifugal force, the disc engages and disen- 
gages the clutch, based on the engine's rpm. 


Hits 

• The hinged angle design is excel- 
lent, offering extraordinary protec- 
tion from both twisting and rolling 
injuries. 

• Almost no break-in is required, 
thanks to the pivoting ankle. We can 
race in a brand-new pair right out of 
the box. 


• Carbon fiber shank minimizes the 
pain involved with hard landings. 

• The SG-1 2 maintains the same feel 
throughout its life span-doesn't get 
clapped out and floppy. 

• The ankle areas may be snugged 
up extra firmly, a plus for riders with 
weak ankles. 


Hits 

• Surprisingly, the system adds power and throttle response, es- 
pecially down low, as the TorqDrive plates transfer more power to 
the rear wheel. 

• You never need the clutch: not even to put the bike into gear. This 
makes it virtually impossible to stall the engine, which is much ap- 
preciated in tricky corners and deep ruts. 

• The clutch lever can still be used to slip the clutch to build rpm 
and power up for certain sections of the track. 

• Less clutch plate wear and tear equals longer clutch life. 

• The clutch is externally adjustable like a stock manual system. Other 
auto clutches from Rekluse require the clutch cover to be removed. 

Misses 

• The auto clutch has less engine braking than a manual clutch. The 
free wheel effect-similar to the way a two-stroke feels-might feel 
odd to the younger generation who've never even thrown a leg 
over a bike that uses premix. 

The Verdict 

The Rekluse Radius X Auto Clutch is a unique product with many 
benefits. Though it feels foreign at first, it just takes a few rides 
until the characteristics of the clutch become second nature and its 
benefits can be taken full advantage of. 

rekluse.com 


• The new, slimmer toe box offers 
great feel when shifting. 



/ 


Misses 

• Some riders dislike the feel 
1 of the steel toe cap, which is 
unique to the Gaerne in the 
high-end boot wars. Fortunate- 
ly, they can be removed. 


The Verdict 

The Gaerne SG-12 is an excellent 
boot that boasts superior comfort, 
protection, durability, and style. 
Exciting new colorways from the 
Italian boot maker range from mild 
to wild, ensuring that there is some- 
thing for everyone. 

gaerne.com 
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geico.com I 1-800-442-9253 ! local office 

Proud sponsor of the GEICO Honda Team. 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. 
GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2017 GEICO 
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SKILLS 


PHOTO BY CASEY DAVIS 


MAKING THE JUMP 

MOVING UP TO A LARGER BIKE 
W/ JEREMY MARTIN 


■ At some point in time, virtually every rider will experience what it's like to move up to a larger and more powerful bike. Most of 
the time, changes to the rider's style are required, and especially so when moving up to a 450. Sure, anyone with the knowledge of 
how to operate a motorcycle can hop on a 450 and ride it, but believe it or not, there is the right way to ride a 450, and then there's 
the way that leads to the hospital. No one knows this better than GEICO Honda's Jeremy Martin, who recently made the switch 
from a 250 to a 450 for his premier-class debut at the 2017 Daytona Supercross by Honda. The number six put on an impressive 
performance against some of the best in the world on arguably the most-difficult course of the series and shocked the industry 
with his final result. The HRC fill-in rider ripped a holeshot and proceeded to lead the first 1 1 laps before finishing second in his 
first 450-class main event. Martin-who's experienced some tough times in the 250 West Coast Championship this year-moved up 
to the 450 class for a one-time fill-in aboard Ken Roczen's HRC Honda CRF450R, and the transition did require some adjustments. 

The HRC Honda CRF450R is a completely different bike than J-Mart's GEICO Honda CRF250R, as they differ in handling, weight, 
and obviously power. In order to make a successful transition onto the bigger bike in time for Daytona, Martin's riding style under- 
went a few necessary changes to better accommodate the different bike. "The 450 can be a lotto handle-almost too much attimes- 
so it's important to keep the fundamentals in mind and maintain focus at all times," Martin says. "You can't rev those bikes like you 
can a 250, either. If you do, hold on, because you're going to experience a lot of wheel spin." After J-Mart's incredible performance 
at Daytona, we asked him for some big-bike tips. 


Respect The Bike: First and foremost, you have to learn to re- 
spect the motorcycle. You have almost twice as much power 
as a 250, so you can't over-rev it the same. A 450 needs to be 
ridden at a lower rpm to the point where you're almost lugging 
the motor. You'll have better control of the bike riding at lower 
RPMs because you'll be in the meat of the power. Over-revving 
a 450 like a 250 will only make your wheel break traction, as 
smooth, roll-on power is required almost everywhere. You don't 
want to be smashing on the gas in the corners or in the air like 
you would on 250, either. 

Setting Up For Corners: When you're riding a 450, you have to 
start setting up for ruts and corners a little earlier because of 
the weight of the bike. It takes a little more time on the bigger 
bike than it would on a 250 because with the smaller bike you 
can seemingly wait until the last second to begin setting up 
for the corner. With the added weight, you'll want the bike to 
turn exactly where you want it to so that you can properly set 
yourself up for the next corner or section. 

Body Position: Obviously, a 450 is a lot more powerful than 
a 250, so you have to change up your riding style in order to 
maintain control of the bike. If you want to be aggressive yet 


smooth at the same time, you have to be over the front of the 
bike at all times. If you have your body positioned in the middle 
of the bike instead of over the handlebars, you're never going 
to have the proper control or leverage over the bike. Your body 
weight is distributed evenly across the bike when you're in the 
middle of the saddle. 

Ripping Holeshots: When you're doing a start on a 450, you 
have to be prepared for the amount of power that they have 
because they can be a handful. I don't want to give away all of 
my secrets because I did have to do something completely dif- 
ferent on the 450 versus the 250, but one of the most important 
things is throttle control. Throttle control is huge if you want to 
make it to turn one first. Too much throttle on a 450 is going to 
send your front wheel to the sky if you didn't already fly off the 
back of the bike, and if you're not on the throttle enough, be 
prepared to make some passes once the gate drops. You have 
to find that sweet spot with the gas, and the same goes for the 
clutch. Dumping the clutch will have the same effect as too much 
gas because there's the possibility of looping out. Again, find- 
ing that sweet spot with both the clutch and the throttle is key. 
The guys with the best throttle and clutch control typically find 
themselves at or near the front of the pack after the first turn. ^ 





GEICO HONDA'S JEREMY MARTIN 
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SOUTHERN 

COMFORT 


TWMX DOES DAYTONA PROPERLY 


IN WHAT’S BECOME a yearly tradition for fans 
of motocross or anything with two wheels and a 
motor, the week of Daytona Supercross by Honda 
has also become our yearly tradition for an ex- 
cuse to scour Florida and the surrounding areas 
for content leading up to the race. This year's 
plan was no different, but the path of coverage 
BY MIKE EMERY spanned almost 1,000 miles over seven full days 

from Dade City to Georgia, then back to Clermont 
and onto Daytona. We wrapped up a solid week by 
hitting three different facilities, cruising Daytona 
Bike Week, and, of course, covering the Daytona 
Supercross by Honda. The lower-right-hand area 
of the country has become a haven for moto, 
and we found nothing but Southern Comfort the 
whole way through. 






and when I was in California I could 
ride the Suzuki track. But I was like, 
'Man, I have to get my own track!' I 
bought the land and started build- 
ing the track, and then around 2000 
I built the house. As a kid I always 
wanted my own track, and essential- 
ly the track is still here really for my 
kids because I dreamed of this when 
I was young." He went on to discuss 
why Florida (Dade City specifically) 
is such a hotbed of motocross: "It 
kind of originated in Tallahassee with 
Ricky's place, then Dade City with 
Chad [Reed] and me, and since then 
has moved more toward Clermont- 
you have the Nest, [Blake] Baggett 
has his own place, and Aldon [Baker] 
has his place. Chad first came here 
in around 2002, and he eventually 


built his own track as the crow flies 
about five miles away. Also, I have 
Dade City Raceway pretty much in 
my backyard, and that was the draw 
for me coming to this area. Every 
Thursday night we're there, and Tam- 
pa also has a track. We're heading 
this afternoon to our friend's place 
called Skytop, and that's a great out- 
door training track too. Sometimes 
people will be like, "Man, why are we 
loading up to go riding?!" But you 
can get bored of one spot. We defi- 
nitely spend our days here too, but 
it's great to switch it up. Dade City is 
really rider-friendly, and the riding 
right now is insane." To be honest, 
we would probably never leave if we 
had a facility like this and were thank- 
ful to spend the day checking it out! 


TIM FERRY’S COMPOUND 

The first stop of our tour brought us 
to a large piece of property that was 
acquired through the desire to suc- 
ceed. Tim Ferry's compound is nes- 
tled right in the middle of Dade City, 
and a properly marked "Private Road" 
is the first sign that you're in the right 
place. After a good amount of bot- 
toming out the rental car through 
the sandy/rutted drive in (trucks are 
a solid choice down south), we made 
it to the compound. Believe us: You 
would be stoked if you were able to 
pull up and ride here for a day! 

A near-perfect-looking Supercross 
track sat nestled between an enor- 
mous outdoor motocross track-all 
surrounded by lush greenery that's 
standard for Florida. Ferry's house is 
alongside of all of it, complete with 
an enormous garage area that stores 
his full-size motor home inside. You 
can tell he has it completely dialed 
in, as he's had the place nearing 20 
years. Ferry is a native of the Sun- 
shine State and uses his property to 
train and help riders like Trey Canard, 
Martin Davalos, and Hayden Mellross 


on the professional level, along with 
a couple of up-and-coming amateurs 
(including his two sons). With Ca- 
nard sitting out due to a concussion 
suffered just a couple days before, 
Davalos and Mellross trained with 
two motos and some practice starts. 
A stroll through Ferry's gym/trophy 
room was a good wrap-up to the 
day, and also an easy reminder that 
"Red Dog" has seen a lot of success 
through the years. 

Before we departed, we chatted 
with Red Dog about the acquisition 
of his small piece of motocross heav- 
en. "I bought the property in 1998," 
he said. "I had won the championship 
in '97 and didn't really have my own 
track. I would go up and ride with 
[Ricky] Carmichael and [Ezra] Lusk, 
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THE GOAT FARM 

Bright and early on Tuesday morning, 
we headed to the Goat Farm, which 
is about an hour away into Georgia 
territory. Upon arrival, the visions of 
a quiet focused training ground went 
right out the door when we saw the 
amount of people camped out for 
Carmichael's RCU Camp. The enor- 
mous spread of land hosts not only 
a very long outdoor track, but two 
different Supercross tracks as well. In 
between all of that is a humble home, 
a large garage area, and Ricky's barn 
that has more hidden gems of mo- 
tocross history than anyone could 
imagine. Lastly, seeing the iconic wa- 
ter truck donning Ricky's huge num- 
ber four on the side strikes a chord, 
and the overall vibe of how many 
championships and wins that came 
from this property sweeps over you 
while wandering around. 


The first shoot with Joey Savatgy 
while he did his sprints and training 
sessions was a blast, and the bonus 
was a handful of other Arenacross 
and Supercross riders thrown in 
who use the farm as their training 
facility as well. Ricky's mom, Jeannie 
Carmichael, is the woman behind 
the scenes keeping the grind going, 
and it was cool to see the approach 
to their practices-very serious when 
it needs to be, but still fun at times. 
Ricky had his hands full on the out- 
door track with his buddy Jeff Emig 
as they worked with the future of our 
sport who were attending his pre- 
Daytona training camp. Long gone 
are the days of Ricky pounding 
training laps, but the farm certainly 
remains busy. 

Afew sessions of BS'ing and smack 
talk in the barn between Ricky and all 


the riders were split up with gawking 
at all of the Carmichael keepsakes; 
the amount of Carmichael memo- 
rabilia is insane. We had a success- 
ful session shooting Savatgy's first 
TransWorld Motocross cover and 
then we spent some time checking 
out the training camp, wrapping up 
our day with a solid chat with Ricky 
about his Georgia property before 
driving back down into Florida. 


Ricky went on to discuss the farm 
with a reminiscent look in his eyes: 
"I bought this land in 1 999 after the 
outdoor series, and I've had it ever 
since. Shortly after that it seemed 
like everybody had his or her own 
place. Before then I hopped around 
and rode local places in Tallahassee, 
and Ezra Lusk was kind enough to 
let me ride his track once in a while. 
Honestly, I got tired of depend- 
ing on everyone, so I bought this 
place here and never really rode 
anywhere else. I didn't want to owe 
anybody anything, and I felt like I 
could do my own thing. I felt like I 
could control what I needed to here 
and do what I want to get the best 
results possible at the races. This is 
really the only place I rode from '99 
on! Lots of laps out here and lots of 
gasoline burned." You could almost 
smell the two-stroke smoke, and 
Ricky also talked about the change 
it's gone through from those years: 
"It's a lot different now, and we still 
have all the tools that we need. We 
have some yearly members that 
ride here, and those riders all get 
the time needed without it being 
a madhouse here. The camps have 
been really fun, and around three 
to four times a year we have people 
come in and learn with myself and 
the other instructors-that's really 
cool too. I've been having a lot of 
fun with the camps." It's great to 
see Ricky giving back to the sport 
that gave so much to him, and we 
felt honored to spend the day with 
the GOAT. Into the rental we went to 
make the four-and-a-half-hour drive 
back toward Orlando! 
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THE BAKERS’ FACTORY 

Just two days before the gate drop- 
ped in Daytona, our navigation di- 
rected us to what looks like a coun- 
try club for motocross in Clermont, 
Florida. Aldon Baker's name has 
resonated within our sport for the 
past decade, and for good reason. 
The friendly South African profes- 
sional cyclist turned motocross train- 
er has enjoyed many successes-his 
Clermont-based private facility aptly 
named "The Bakers' Factory" being 
one of them. We've visited before, 
but every viit there are numerous 
improvements made and it's always 
impressive. Spending the day with 
Ryan Dungey, Marvin Musquin, Jason 
Anderson, and Zach Osborne with 
the added bonus of Jordon Smith, 
Alex Martin, and Dean Wilson made 
for a big pack of riders and plenty of 
talent to point our cameras at. 

The dynamic of the current usual 
squad at Aldon's is interesting and 
seems to work well. Osborne, being 
the newest wcmitjna^qottei^lonq 



great with the rest of the squad and 
serves as the only 250 guy battlingi 
for times on his small-bore machine. 

Jason Anderson's funny personality^^ 
has its own way of easing the serious- 
ness of the tasks at hand, and MarvinL 
and Ryan are both competitive team-H^^^ 
mates and friends as well. The glue o' 
everyone's drive to win holds theml 
all together on a daily basis. Com-BH 
bine this with Aldon's direction andj 
you have a recipe for some serious! 
motocross training. It's a job, though,! 
and like clockwork, the four Bakers' 

Factory riders will appear from the 
main barn, hitthetrack under Aldon's 
direction, and complete the task at 
hand. Sprints, sections, and full mo- 
tos all get completed without a com- 
plaint, and each guy pushes the next 
harder than they could ever push 
themselves. Ryan Villopoto was on 
hand paying a visit to Aldon, his old 
trainer and friend, and his emotions 
showed how happy he was that his 
days of grinding like this were oved 




■n~. 







VSA\ 


For more information, pick up the phone now and call (844) 837-6443. 
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To describe the Factory as a 
luxury motocross facility would be 
pretty accurate, and Baker takes 
complete pride in his operation: 
"The big thing is that I know how 
hard thisjob isforthe riders, and I'm 
trying to get past that stigma where 
it's looked at as just a dirt track and 
it's just miserable. Because yes, it is 
brutal and it is a dirt track, but I am 
trying to change it and elevate it to 
where coming to work is not that 
bad. I want them to be pumped to 
come to work. For me to piece the 
whole thing together, that's how I'd 
want it. I get mad at my riders if they 
jump off the side of the track into 
the grass, and if I see them leave the 
building and mess up my grass that 
I'm struggling to get growing, then 
that's just a recipe for a problem! 
[Laughs] The gym is an added bo- 
nus, and I was sort of like, 'Hey, why 
can't we make it a one-stop shop?' 
Then the guys can ride, go to the 
gym here, shower, and go home." 

When we spoke about the grow- 
ing amount of compounds and 
facilities in Florida he shared more 
insight: "The teams are based in 
California and that's where all the 
roots are. But it's getting tougher 
and tougher to do everything out 
of California just because of the 
logistics of travel and the tracks. 


Supercross tracks are all right be- 
cause manufacturers own their own, 
but outdoors can pose a problem. 
You're going out to test and you 
have a guy like Dungey hauling and 
another amateur rider on the same 
track going a quarter of the pace, 
that can get dangerous. We race a 
majority on the East Coast, so just 
living on the East Coast is an advan- 
tage. To me it makes the travel bet- 
ter, and with your own place you can 


make things right to how you want 
it. You have to have good weather 
conditions and you have to have 
good tracks. There will always be 
that link to California because you 
have the manufacturers, and we still 
spend months of the year there." Al- 
don's definitely on the forefront of 
training facilities and setting the bar 
high with all of the small details. We 
look forward to our next visit to see 
where he takes it next. 
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DAYTONA BIKE WEEK: MAIN STREET 


As the week came to a close, we 
found ourselves more excited than 
ever at the approaching main event- 
Daytona Supercross. After our press- 
day duties we knew exactly where 
to roll, and if you ever find yourself 
in Daytona and Bike Week is hap- 
pening, go straight to Main Street. 
Within the span of about an hour, we 
found what appeared to be every- 
thing that's possible on two wheels, a 
Megadeth cover band complete with 
a female singer, plenty of adult bever- 


ages being consumed at a high 
of speed, and heaps of perfecti< 
when it comes to people watching 
Oh yeah, we even stumbled upon a 
wet T-shirt contest in which we saw 
things that we can never unsee. Bi 
Week is a truly unique gathering 
people who love motorcycles and 
have their own special way of show- 
ing it. This is a must-see if you ever 
make it out to Daytona! The 
tell a lot of the entire story without 
single wo rd. 





THE GRADUATE 

Eli Tomac was a Team Dunlop Elite squad member a decade ago when he was just a 

Now he’s winning 450-class Supercross races. 

Times change, but some things don’t: If you want to win, you race on Dunlops. 



kid. 
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THE RACE 

What can be said about Daytona Su- 
percross by Honda that hasn't been 
said in the past? Every year it seems to 
bring some sort of excitement and is 
a refreshing change of scenery to the 
grueling 17-round Supercross series. 
Just driving into the center of the facil- 
ity to reach the racetrack, you always 
feel an overwhelming sense of racing 
history that can't be matched. Again, 
motorcycles are everywhere and the 
audience of this round reaches out 
past the grassroots motocrossers.This 
is a race for the motorcycle enthusiast. 

Being the title sponsor, Honda 
came in hot in the form of Team 
Honda HRC's fill-in rider Jeremy 
Martin to try on the big shoes that 
an injured Ken Roczen left. Having 
won the race the prior year in the 
250 class, everyone was excited to 
see what kind of damage he was ca- 
pable of for his one-race contract on 
the big bike. To say that he was the 
main excitement during the event 
would be an understatement, and 
holding off Eli Tomac for half of the 
race to finish a strong second place 
almost definitely raised Martin's 450 
net worth. Behind him was Ryan 
Dungey, who put in a diehard ride 
for fourth via a bad start and a heck 


# 


of a lot of passes. Amazing racing 
from the 450 class! 

In the 250 class, it was another 
exciting story led by Florida native 
Adam Cianciarulo finding his way 
back to the top step of the podium 
for the first time since his rookie 
year in 2014. A hard-fought 15 laps 
brought the crowd to their feet as AC 
led Savatgy for the entire main event 
after taking the lead in the third cor- 
ner. In a complete flood of emotions, 
Cianciarulo could be heard yelling 
screams of joy over the sound of his 
Monster Energy/Pro Circuit/Kawa- 
saki's rev-limiter. Burnouts and hugs 
ensued, and to see the smile on his 
face after coming back from all of 
his injuries was a feel-good moment 
for anyone, no matter what team you 
were affiliated with. 

And just like that, the week of 
motocross fun came to an end. Well, 
not before post-race interviews, an 
all-nighter due to the daylight sav- 
ing time change, and a drive back 
to Orlando at 4:00 a.m. to catch our 
six-hour flight back west. It's a gnarly 
grind, but after looking through the 
images and stories collected, it was 
a great week-and we can't wait to 
do it all over again next year! ^ 




RIDER: TREMAINE | PHOTO: DRIVINHARD MEDIA 



MAXXIS 


Ty Tremaine is carving quite a name for himself 
in Endurocross. For 2016, Ty won his third junior 
championship and finished third overall on the 
Maxxis Maxxcross series of tires. We congratulate 
Ty on his wins and look for more in 2017. 


COURSE 


maxxis.com 




JOEY SAVATGY IS OUT TO TAKE OVER THE TOP SPOT IN THE 250 CLASS 


here is a constant shuffle of talent in the 
250 class. Young riders fight to fill the 
spots vacated by their exiting, success- 
ful predecessors, and all are in a rush to 
make the most of what's supposed to be a very 
brief time at the top of the order before jumping 
up to the 450 division. Joey Savatgy is in that ex- 
act scenario for 201 7, as he is determined to get 
redemption for the two titles he missed out on 
in 2016. The California-native-turned-Georgia- 


resident certainly has tools to make this happen, 
thanks to continued support from the Monster 
Energy/Pro Circuit/Kawasaki team and riding 
coach Ricky Carmichael, a package that he's ben- 
efited from for the past three years. 

Savatgy is like Carmichael in many ways-like 
how he often gives off a vibe that racing at this 
level is not much more than a career choice and 
that anything less than success is unsatisfactory. 
Sure, there is plenty of enjoyment that comes with 


the job-particularly the sensation of crossing the 
final line ahead of the competition-but he makes 
it very clear that his life is separated by time on a 
motorcycle and far away from the racetrack. Does 
that make him unappreciative or arrogant, the way 
so many critics have claimed? To that we ask: Do 
you enjoy every detail of your job with a passion? 
His replies to our inquires about this topic make it 
clear that the rigors of this life can grow tiresome 
over time, but that's a price that must be paid. 


BY MICHAEL ANTONOVICH / PHOTOS BY MIKE EMERY 
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Why did your family decide to move from California to Georgia' 


We wanted to move out of California and actually looked in 
Oregon, but it rains too much there. We ended up back east 
because the riding, the weather, and everything was best suit- 
ed for what I wanted to do. It gave me the best opportunity to 
chase my dreams and to be a professional racer. 


Was the move solely to establish your life as a racer 


That was a big motivator for it. We were going to move re- 
gardless of if I quit racing the next day; we wanted to leave 
California. We started to take it seriously when I was still an 
amateur, and it was definitely a persuader that made it easy for 
us to decide where to go because of the tracks and other facili- 
ties. We went straight to MTF [Millsaps Training Facility] from 
California and were there for a few years before the switch to 
the Goat Farm in 2014. 


that I'm glad I can distinguish because there have been times 
when you'd be confused. But since I'm with him all of the time, 
I can tell when it is serious or a joke. 


There is a perception that the work is so damn gnarly. Is it re- 
ally that hard? 


With the program, you are held accountable for everything you 
do. I don't want to say that it's not hard, because it definitely 
is, but it's not a crazy deal with everyone yelling and tension. 
It's pretty laid-back. All they ask is if you show up, then give it 
all you have. I've always had pride in myself for hard work and 
a belief that you get out what you put into something. I show 
up and give it what I've got to make the most of every day. It's 
pretty gnarly at times, but it's straightforward. Show up, do the 
work, don't complain unnecessarily, and get along. There are 
guys that are at the Farm like Gavin Faith and Jace Owen, and 
we toss information to each other all the time. 





Did Ricky and his mom, Jeannie, come to you with an opportu- 
nity to ride at the Farm, or did you go to them'' 


The long story short is that my gym trainer [Clint Friesen] le ft 
MTF and went to the Farm to help them out, and he requested 
that they bring me in the move. At the time I wasn't necessar- 
ily looking to leave MTF, but once my trainer left they started 
to change the program and did things that I didn't believe in. 
Once you question what you're doing, it spirals downhill quick. 
It was an easy decision to load up and take it somewhere I felt 
I could take my career to places that it had never been. Once I 
was put in a position of, "You have to do it our way and there is 
no other option," it was simple because I was not comfortable 
and didn't think it would work. The Farm was an option, and 
since Ricky is very good at winning, has his mom there, and 
I got to stay with my trainer that kept my gym structure the 
same, I went to try it. 


When you were a very young amateur racer, Ricky was at his 
peak. Did you imagine that you would have a chance to work 
with him? 


It's weird because there were times in the beginning that I 
would go home and think that the guy I used to look up to was 
out there with me and giving me advice, spending time at the 
track when he didn't need to. I think that there are people in 
the past that took the way he spent his time there for granted, 
and some people still look past the fact that he doesn't even 
need to go out there at all. Fie chooses to, and that's where my 
respect level for him comes from. I've always known that he was 
a hard worker that got the job done, but being around him day 
to day and living three minutes from his house, the dude is the 
most humble guy. He busts my chops along the way, but he's a 
genuine dude. He enjoys working with people and seeing the 
progress that we're making. It is weird to think the guy used to 
be my idol and now we're smack talking each other as friends. 


When he cracks the whip about something, how do you sepa- 
rate his role as a coach from the friendship? 


It's pretty straightforward because we don't talk a lot about 
riding unless it's serious. It's usually a lot of other things, like 
who's better at racquetball or video games, or if we want fro- 
zen yogurt. But when he brings up riding or something I need 
to work on, it's easy to justify it and weave out what is serious 
from the smack talk. When it's time for business we are both 
clear and know when it needs to be done. That's something 


The vibe at the Pro Circuit rig is always lighthearted. Is that 
intentional or just a by-product from a crew of young guys all 
working together? 


We joke around when the time is right. I think that when peo- 
ple see us joking, it's hours before a race. If you came by here 
minutes before a race, it's totally different. We know when to 
have fun and know when to be serious. 


During the week your dad handles your practice bike, and at 
the races Justin Shantie is your mechanic. How is it to build 
relationships with two people who are so close and important 
to your program? 


It's nice to have a tight, consistent group. My dad and I have 
our thing. We go to the Farm, he holds the stopwatch and the 
pit board, and is there to make sure I get my week in for the 
races. At the races I have Justin, and it's our third year together. 
I rely on him and I know he puts in the effort with details when 
putting the bike together. Those two work hard, and between 
the three of us there is a consistent mojo that bonds us to- 
gether. There is never any tension and it's always fun, but there 
is a time to get serious before the race. We know when we race 
that regardless of the results it's not from a lack of effort. 


In 2016 you were a title contender for both the Supercross 
and the National MX championships. You lost the Supercross 
title to Cooper Webb by a very slim margin. What do you feel 
were missed opportunities in Supercross that you addressed 
for this year? 


The biggest thing is consistency. Last year we had two main 
events that were not good finishes, and that was somewhat out 
of my hands, but all in all I learned that every point matters. We 
always say that, but you don't realize it until you are put in the 
position. We lost the title by one point, so looking back, if I got 
one more guy on both bad nights, there are the two points. 
But I don't have any regrets. I'm a hard worker and give it all I 
have. I felt like I did everything that I could. When we showed 
up to Vegas, I knew it was a long shot and didn't expect to get 
as close as I did. But as long as I got a good start and rode the 
main event the way that I wanted, that was all I could do. We 
won the main event and came up just shy, but it's something I 
will remember for the rest of my life. It's a bummer I won't re- 
member it for the way I wanted it to end, but I know that when I 
want to settle it could cost me a point or two that I could need. 















Is there anything you want to share in regards to what hap- 
pened to you during the Nationals? Or is there nothing else 
you feel needs to be said? 


How is there a balance of competitive nature between so many 
riders in the 250 class? It's aggressive, but is there a mutual 
understanding that you guys aren't just going to break each 


I don't necessarily bring it up or talk about it for a couple of 
reasons. The biggest reason is I'm not going to make excuses. 
At the end of the day, we were in a good position to win the 
outdoor title. It's easy to say that since we were only halfway 
through the season and had a decent point lead, but some 
things got out of control and it's unfortunate it ended the way 
it did. There were things that got out of line that could have 
been avoided had we known ahead of time. But I'm not going 
to name off everything that was wrong because it doesn't mat- 
ter. We didn't win, we had some problems, and that is that. We 
know what to watch and maintain for next time. 


other's ankles at every chance 




It depends on the person. There are some guys I will give a 
lot less room to than others. When you come in as a rookie, 
you're just pumped to be here and you go for it. But as you 
get older and have experience, you realize you aren't awarded 
anything because you "go for it." I think the biggest thing is 
the maturity, because each year that goes by I know that doing 
certain things could save me time, but if I don't make it, the 
consequences outweigh the benefits. There are guys out there 
I have no problems getting in contact with, and there are guys 
I will do everything I can to avoid contact with. 




What's it like to win a professional race? We've all imagined it 
at some point, so is the feeling what you anticipate? And does 
winning multiple races make it seem different? 


, J 


Winning the first one. ..it's something you can't describe. But 
then when you get the second one, you feel that the first one is 
legit because you backed it up. When you have three or more, 
you have the feeling that you can do it and need to do it. I start- 
ed the season off with a win and that was good because I didn't 
feel I rode well, but to win on a night that I didn't feel great was 
awesome. I know from winning races and having that feeling, 
it's never going to be easy. But when I put myself in the posi- 
tion to win from the start, it makes it much easier. That's where 
experience of knowing how to win and how it becomes easier, 
not in a sense physically, but more what to do, how to identify 
things, and make adjustments. 
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TECH 10 

PERFECTION 
THROUGH TRUE 
INNOVATION 





This is going to sound bad, but I enjoy going to the casino 
during the off-season. I set a limit at 200 dollars and play the 
minimum bets at the table. When I'm in Louisiana seeing my 
girlfriend I'll head to the casino that's near there. I fish some, 
but I'm pretty relaxed. We work so hard during the year, so dur- 
ing the off-season I try to relax. If I don't leave the house some 
days, I'm good with it. I have no serious hobbies. I play Call Of 
Duty, go to the casino, and try to be a normal person. 


I start open lobbies with fans and we'll get online to play some- 
times. Adam Cianciarulo plays and there's a group of us that 
get on to play almost every night, so it's pretty competitive. 
I'd like to say that we're good, but in the big picture we aren't 
[laughs]. It's just a good way to relieve some stress and talk 
smack. 


Blackjack, for sure. I like single or double deck if they have it. I 
went in with 200 one night and left with 1,250. That's decent, 
but I bet the minimum. I sometimes get risky and bet a little 
more, but usually I stack it slowly. I'm very conservative with 
my money, so it sounds dumb that I go to the casino, but I set 
a limit and if I lose the money, then I'm done for the night. I'm 
not going to keep losing. It's only 200 bucks. 


,re there players on Call Of Duty that know who you are? 


What's you casino game of choice? What's the most you've 
been up? 
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ARAI BENEFITS 



Why Round, Smooth, 
and Strong? 


Why not go radical with shell design? It might help 
sell helmets, but it doesn’t increase protection, 
and protection is Arai’s primary focus! 

Round shells have proven 
to slide and glance off 
impacts better, reducing 
how much impact energy 
enters the helmet. 
Smooth shells minimize 
the chances of catching 
on obstacles, reducing 
potential rotational force. Strong shells resist 
intrusion of sharp objects and displace impact 
energy further and more evenly across the shell. 

These extra efforts offer more than just what is 
expected. Arai demands more, and so should you! 



Creator of the first motorcycle helmet in Japan, 
Arai has handcrafted helmets for more than 60 
years. During that time, the singular goal of the Arai 
family has been to provide consistently improving 
levels of protection in every helmet they produce. 

The Consistent Pursuit 
of Gains in Protection 


VXPR04 

INTERMEDIATE 

OVAL®) 



SHOOTING STAR 
BLOE 


SPIKE BLOE 


FOLLOW US Q ooo 


Learn more at araiamericas.com 
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Mitch Payton is a high-stakes guy. How is it to 
have something to bond with him about away 
from motorcycles? 


When I go to California I stay with him. When he 
comes home we talk about anything, play Ping- 
Pong, and step away from bikes. In Vegas, he 
knew that I did everything I could and was proud 
of me. I was stoked to put a smile on his face and 
it sucked to lose, but he knew I did everything in 
my power to win that title. We played until one or 
two in the morning, and then I got on the plane 
and went home. It's nice when you can bond with 
your boss, and I value that. 


Do you have things from motorcycle racing all 
around your house, or is that a place to get away? 


I care, but there is a point when you're a kid that 
you want to play every game or watch old races. 


But now I live it, so when I leave the Farm at the 
end of the day, the dirt bikes are done. I go home 
and they don't get brought up. If I go to see my 
parents and have dinner, it might get brought up 
for a brief minute, but that's it. We live it every day. 


You're in a different city every week, riding one of 
the best bikes and working with people who are 
going for the same goal. Are there parts of this 
experience you're still surprised by? 


It sounds bad, but we get used to it. I never take it 
for granted, but there are times that I think when 
I went to Supercross races as a kid, saw Mitch and 
this truck, I wondered what they talked about in- 
side. And then you live it and know, and it turns 
out that it's a bunch of goofy dudes that are ei- 
ther good at riding dirt bikes or working on them. 
That's about it. We're normal dudes. 










JUSTIN HILL 

MONSTER ENERGY PRO CIRCUIT KAWASAKI 


EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE! 

MADE IN THE USA MAXIMAUSA.com 
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ACCORDING TO DV 


ALWAYS OUTSPOKEN AND ALWAYS ENTERTAINING, 

DAVID VUILLEMIN SHARES HIS OUTLOOK ON THE SPORT 


■ Few in professional motorcycle racing have the same experiences as David Vuillemin. Born and raised on the GP circuits of Europe, the French 
rider came to the United States in the mid-1 990s and achieved success first as a privateer and then as a full factory rider for a few of the sport's top 
teams. In the 20 years since his arrival in the US, Vuillemin has become an icon, thanks to an effortless riding style and honest, even bold remarks 
regarding every detail of the sport. Although he's been retired from racing for nearly a decade, DV maintains a deep knowledge and outlook in 
regard to the technique needed to go fast on two wheels, and he's more than willing to share his thoughts with those who care enough to listen. 
The following feature came from an hour-long conversation we shared with Vuillemin at a cafe in Southern California, during which we discussed 
his long career as a racer, life after the final flag, and what he what he feels could benefit the current generation. 


I never wanted to be a rider. I was riding because my dad was riding. He was 
a road racer, so I would go to the races with him and would ride in the pits on 
an Italjet 50. He got me a dirt bike and it was fun, something I would do on 
the afternoons and weekends. But I wanted to play soccer; I liked it more than 
motocross. I was a decent soccer player and an okay rider, not very good, but 
I had to choose because a coach said that I couldn't come to practice during 
the week and on the weekends go to a motocross race. My dad said the choice 
was made that I was going to ride. I had to go with the flow, and it snowballed 
to where I had to quit school to go racing. At one point you know that you 
have no school education or degree, that you are going with one thing in mo- 
tocross, and that it has to work. It's what happens when you are poor and have 
no money or other options, and you get it done somehow. 

There were a lot of people who wanted to help with programs, but I stayed 
with my dad because I thought even though he was a tyrant, he was who 
helped me get to that point. I used him as much as I could because he knew 
how to motivate me and to get me to work. I was scared of him. 

When you were a kid racing in France in the 1 980s, you always looked up 
to Ricky Johnson, Jeff Ward, and all of those guys. You wanted to race in the 
US. Then Jean-Michel Bayle came up. He came to the US and won Gaines- 
ville. I used to ride with JMB back in the day, in 1 989 when he was racing the 
GPs on 250s. I went to his private track to ride with him; I was invited as an 
80 rider at 1 2 years old. It's not like I was a huge fan, but he was more like 
a model because he was so good. He made the path for us. He showed us 
that French people could race here, and maybe if he didn't come here, no 
one would have come. 


When I came here, I was 18 years old and was a full privateer 
with my parents and the help of FMF. It was only me speak- 
ing English, with my high school English. When I showed up in 
January, I knocked on the door at FMF and said that I was the 
French kid who was supposed to get a bike. That was it and 
that was enough [laughs]. It was tough, but we made it work. 
We were here alone, had a bike from FMF, and a few addresses 
of where to go. We used to stay in Harbor City [Los Angeles], 
where FMF was back then. Thinking about it 20 years later, I 
lived basically in Torrance and we would go to ride Glen Helen, 
Perris, and LACR. There were no Supercross tracks, and it was 
tough because we came here to race Supercross. 

We showed up at Anaheim in 1996 to see huge 80-foot tri- 
ples. On a Kawasaki KX125 that was pretty much bone stock but 
with a pipe, we knew that if I couldn't shift to third before the 
jump that I shouldn't go for it. We had a pickup truck, a stock 
bike with a pipe, and suspension with heavier oil in it. I got fourth 
in the main event. I didn't even know if I was going to make the 
main event. 

I never wanted to come here as a full-time 125 guy. I talked 
with my parents, and my dad said, "We need to improve and be 
good on the 250 two-stroke in Europe before we come here." 
We made a plan and I signed a two-year deal with an option in 
France for 1 998 and 1 999, and the third year was an option for 
Yamaha of France and the owner, Jean Claude Olivier. He was 


the importer and had a lot of pull with Yamaha in Japan, so we 
made a deal that in the third year he would push to get me somewhere in the US. 

My breakout ride was San Diego in 1 999 as a privateer. I was pitted with the Yamaha semi only on the 
weekends. They would bring my bike because I was a factory rider in Europe, and I led 14 laps in the main 
event ahead of [Jeremy] McGrath and [Ezra] Lusk. At that point it was early in January and I didn't know 
what I was doing for 2000. That ride was with stock suspension and an FMF pipe. After the main event Keith 
McCarty and his boss at the time, Larry Griffiths, called me and said they wanted to see me at Yamaha on 
Monday morning. They didn't really say anything but that I had to be at headquarters in Cypress. They were 
impressed with the equipment that I had and the very little preparation because I was a GP guy. They said 
that they wanted me for the next year, that they didn't have a budget or anything to offer yet, but that I had 
a spot. At that point I knew I was going to race in the US. 
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I was going to retire after my Suzuki deal at the end 
of 2008. I shouldn't have signed that deal with Suzuki 
because I had to get out of my deal with MDK, which 
was a great time. I was the top privateer in Supercross 
in 2007, there was no pressure, and that CRF450R was 
good even though it was close to stock but with sus- 
pension. I got hurt in Millville, but at that point I was 
already out of my deal because Suzuki wanted me to 
come be the test rider for their new EFI bike. It cost 
me some money and then I got hurt really badly in 
Millville. I was never the same then. 

I was going to retire, and at the end of Supercross 
in Las Vegas I celebrated with friends, but I talked to 
the Bud Racing guys and they wanted me to come 
back to Europe for a last season. I thought, "Why not 
finish in the GPs?" But the equipment was nothing 
compared to a factory bike. I think I should have re- 
tired when I got hurt really badly and I ended up rac- 
ing too much. It would have been good to end with a 
good Supercross season at MDK. 

I didn't want to train and practice anymore. When 
you do this, you are pro when you are 10 years old. 
You go to school, but the rest of the time you are ei- 
ther training or riding. You are a pro. From 10 years 
old to 30 years old, that's 20 years of doing the same 
thing. The older you get the tougher it is to stay on 
top physically, and then there are a few bad injuries. 
I just rode the wave the last two years because I was 
going to make good money. If I didn't have those last 
two years, it may be a little tougher for me right now. 

The first few years after I retired, I thought my 
speed was good. I went to a track and my speed was 
fine, but after that I only rode once a year. Every time 
I rode after that I was tired, I had arm pump, and I 
sucked. I'm trying to get into better shape and maybe 
eventually I will get a bike to have fun. Sadly, I don't 
have fun riding. Maybe I would like trail riding with 
Gothic Jay [Jason Haines, Honda technician], but go- 
ing to Perris or Pala to ride is not fun. 

I wanted to turn the page. I was burnt out. A few times 
I rode for 15 minutes and was over it. Why have a bike to 
do that? I haven't had a bike in years now. I haven't rid- 
den in almost two years and don't really miss it. 

I'm self-taught from watching videos every day as 
a kid, from all the Supercross races of [Damon] Brad- 
shaw, [Ricky] Johnson, JMB, and the GPs. I was always 
trying to figure out how JMB blitzed the whoops or 
how MC stayed low. If you see [Jeff] Stanton and JMB 
in 1991, JMB is two bikes lower in the air. I analyzed 
everything. And then I tried it. 

That's what I don't like about right now. I don't 
see riders trying stuff. If you go to watch at a track, 
they do the 25 laps and stay in the six-inch line all 
the way around. They don't do new lines and don't 
work on technique. They always sit and gas the bike 
in the same spot, seat bounce in the same spot for 
25 laps. I was never like that. I always moved around 
and learned, which I think is how I got that way. I could 
analyze the riding part. 
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/ have a tough time passing it on to someone else for some reason. The turn 
techniques and things I want to do, riders just have to try. I don't care if you mess 
up or go over the berm in practice, but at least try to figure out the technique I 
want to use and see if it will work. If you try it once and say it sucks, we can't do 
that. You have to try it and keep doing it. I'm a believer that to improve you have 
to change and you have to have a lot of repetition. Practice is repetition and 
evolving all of the time. If you do something that worked three years ago that you 
still use today, it will not work. You have to always change. If there is no change, 
there is no improvement. 

When you hear guys say that they know what works for them, remember there 
are only a few guys who have a program that is working. And those are the cham- 
pions. If you do your program and are a sixth-place guy, your program does not 
work and you need to change it so that you can improve. People don't understand 
that and it's insane. Do you think Usain Bolt trains the same way he did 10 years 
ago? No, because you have to change to improve. 

In Supercross, everyone does 25 laps a few times a day. There are some guys 
who will do sprints or whatever. But a soccer player or a basketball player doesn't 
do a full scrimmage during their practice all of the time. They do other stuff ! They 
do different kicks, dribbling, and play with the ball. Why don't we do that in mo- 
tocross? This is basically like if a soccer player did 
a game every day for their practice. Instead they 
work on their technique. 

That's what I'm trying to explain to people, that 
you don't need to do motos every day. You need 
to improve skills to improve in a moto. Riders in 
this sport, if you say that you want to work on tech- 
nique in sections, they don't believe in it. They 
want to do their motos and go home. 

A lot of people think I'm a clown, but I worked 
hard. To win races in the best class that there is, 
you have to work. You cannot come off the couch 
and go win. There is only one Ron Lechien. I liked 
trail riding with Gothic Jay because it helped my 
riding and I played with the bike. I wish people 
would do more of this. I wish guys would ride out- 
doors more during the season. I used to have a 
stock bike in my garage for when I was over Super- 
cross and would instead go to Perris and just pin 
it to have fun. I used to change my tires and clutch 
by myself. I only had a practice bike mechanic at 
Suzuki, and that's because Roger [DeCoster] said I 
had to and that they would pay for it. I would work 
on my stuff because it was fun. 


I got hooked with a good CPA and set up a 
corporation, retirement accounts, and a pension . | 
I always stayed conservative and put money awa\ 
each year. Now I just collect the money that I mac/el 
a long time ago, and that money makes money] 
When I take from the pension, it's just a little bin 
instead of hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

I live very modestly, I drive a Volkswagen I paid ] 
$15,000 for, and I'm buying a house after I se//| 
mine that won't cost much. I don't need to impress, 
anyone. I bought a few cars here and there, but II 
never lost money on them. I bought watches be- 
cause I liked them, but those were small expens- 
es compared to some people. I never bought a| 
house in a private community that I couldn't pa ' 
the mortgage on. 

I still spend money, but I wish I could spend\ 
less. It makes me feel good when I'm frugal. I still 
do stuff. I see basketball games and go to con 
certs like Coachella, but you have to remembe i 
that I don't have a car payment or mortgage. Wha 


I make is pocket money to pay the bills, to eat, an 


to have fun. That's why I worked so hard. 
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BY ERIC JOHNSON 
PHOTOS BY CASEY DAVIS AND DONN MAEDA 


A MAN OF THE WORLD 


OUTSHINED BY MXGP ROOKIE TIM GAJSER DURING THE 2016 MXGP 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, 2015 TITLE WINNER ROMAIN FEBVRE IS 
KEEN TO RECLAIM WHAT HE FEELS IS RIGHTFULLY HIS, 


■ Romain Febvre sat at an expansive table inside 
a Claim Jumper restaurant in Corona, California, 
and picked away at a salad. An hour after the 
lunch rush on a Tuesday afternoon in the Inland 
Empire, and the place was basically desolate. 

"Tim Gajser, he did really good last year," of- 
fered the 25-year-old Frenchman in a matter-of- 
fact demeanor. "It was his rookie year and he won 
like I did in 2015. He's good, but in 2016 when 
I started the season and I was World Champion, 
I didn't feel any more pressure from the outside. 
Everyone told me the second year was going to 
be the hardest one because you need to defend 
your title and everything, but I didn't feel so much 
like that. With Tim, we were battling almost every 
moto together in 201 6, but I didn't feel any more 
pressure with it. I think it is the same with him now 
in 2017. I don't think he feels so much pressure. 
It's always good to be up at the front rather than in 
the back. Let's see. This season he has also started 
really good, and now he is leading the champion- 
ship again and I will now try to catch him." 

Three rounds into the 201 7 Federation Interna- 
tionale de Motocyclisme Motocross World Cham- 
pionship, Febvre and his girlfriend, Megan Clos- 
set, have flown to the far outskirts of Los Angeles 
from Argentina, where Romain placed a steady 
fifth overall. 

"I'm here in California as we're between Argen- 
tina and Mexico," Febvre said, leaning back in his 


chair and pointing at the restaurant windows that 
glowed incandescent white from the nasty after- 
noon sunlight. "We planned this with the team 
because I felt it was better to stay in the US to ride 
here this week than go back to Europe again and 
have jet-lag and bad weather. It just didn't make 
sense to go back to Europe. It's nice to be here 
in California this period of the year because the 
weather is just perfect. It's not too hot and it's not 
too cold. We have good weather all the time and 
all the tracks are close, so it's easy to ride." 

Although Ryan Hughes wasn't present for 
lunch at the Claim Jumper, that doesn't mean the 
native Californian wasn't there in spirit. During his 
15-year career as a professional racer, Hughes 
actually spent two racing seasons competing in 
the 250cc World Championship where he proved 
himself to be quite competitive. 

"I first met Ryan Hughes when we came here to 
race at Glen Helen in 2015," Febvre said. "We met 
back up again this week, and Ryan and I went to Pala 
and also went to a few private tracks. We haven't 
done any testing here because I just have a standard 
bike here in California, so it's not really been about 
testing but to just keep training between races. I'm 
happy about it because I've been with Ryan Hughes 
for 1 0 days now and he's taught me some things like 
with the technique of riding and also training in the 
gym and on the mountain bike. It has been good to 
see him and to train with him." 


As has been well documented throughout 
the past two years, in 2015 then somewhat 
unknown Romain Febvre was drafted onto 
the Yamaha Factory Racing team to back up 
veteran Jeremy Van Horebeek in the MXGP 
World Championship. A rookie to the classifi- 
cation, Febvre soon hit critical mass, and after 
winning six of 1 6 Grand Prix, he clinched the 
world title at the Grand Prix of the Netherlands 
at the storied Assen circuit. Lauded by moto- 
cross fans the world over as something of a mo- 
tocross miracle man, after leading Team France 
to the Motocross of Nations victory at Ernee in 
his home nation of France, Febvre entered the 
201 6 MXGP season as the full-on favorite. How- 
ever, two things blighted his second year on 
the 450. For one, after winning rounds two and 
three in Thailand and Holland (Valkenswaard), 
Febvre crashed heavily at the MXGP of Great 
Britain and was forced out of action for two 
events. Concurrently, MXGP rookie Tim Gajser 
of Slovenia (a national of 2.6 million people 
based in southern Central Europe) went on a 
run and for all intents and purposes-and much 
like Febvre had done exactly one year before- 
won the World Championship in a rout. Febvre 
would finish the '16 season on a high by lead- 
ing France, yet again, to Motocross of Nations 
glory at Maggiora, Italy. Still, there was the 201 7 
season as well as reigning MXGP champion Ga- 
jser to contemplate. 

"Going into Qatar for the first GP of this sea- 
son, I was not really confident," conceded Fe- 
bvre of the first stop of the 2017 MXGP world 
tour. "All my winter training went as planned 
and everything was perfect, and then we had 
the preseason races and I hurt my neck pretty 
bad at the first round [at the Italian Interna- 
tional Championship in Sardinia]. It was bad 
things again for me. I kept moving forward, but 
I struggled with my neck in Qatar and I had a 
lot of pain and my concentration was not that 
good. It was very difficult to ride, but everything 
went good. I think I expected a little too much 
at that race. I expected to win everything, but at 
Qatar I didn't have the speed. I had the speed 
to finish third in the second moto, but I wasn't 
fast enough to win. It was the beginning of the 
season, I was not right where I wanted to be be- 
cause I expected too much too early." 

Round two held on the island circuit of Pan- 
gkal Pinang in Indonesia where the whole thing 
turned into a rain-lashed one moto Grand Prix 
in which luck and timing played more of a part 
in the end results than actual skill. "We had the 
bad conditions, and they should have known 
that because it was the rainy season there and 
it was already raining for weeks and weeks," Fe- 
bvre reasoned of the one-heat race in which he 
finished a beleaguered 18th. "It rained every 
day when we were there." 


BUT FOR A MOTOCROSS 
RIDER THAT IS NOT 
YOUNG. MAYBE IF I WAS 
FIVE YEARS YOUNGER, 
THEN FOR SURE I WOULD 
COME OVER TO THE US TO 
RACE SUPERCROSS AND 
MOTOCROSS BECAUSE I 
REALLY LIKE IT.” 







Sunshine and sand-not to men- 
tion a far-flung nation that genuinely 
loves and is well versed in the sport 
of world-class motocross-saw Fe- 
bvre post up encouraging results. 
"In Argentina my speed was good, 
but I crashed in the second moto. 
The speed and the bike were really 
on point and that meant that I found 
something good, and I'm hoping the 
race forthcoming in Mexico and all the 
races after will be even better." 

Following the MXGP of Leon in 
Mexico, the mighty racing teams 
and riders that contest the World 
Championship will finally head back 
to Europe and the spiritual home- 
land of the sport. The first destina- 
tion of the transcontinental seg- 
ment of the season will come at the 
Arco di Trento circuit and the MXGP 
of Trentino. From that point for- 
ward, it's 11-round swing through 
the Old World. Febvre explained 
of the spring and summer months 
of the championship: "Arco, I don't 
like the track so much, but normally 


I ride pretty good there. We'll see 
how it goes. Valkenswaard, I like it. 
It's a little bit sandy and it gets re- 
ally rough. As far as the rest of the 
tracks, I'm happy that we are go- 
ing back to Portugal, as the track 
there is so, so nice. It's good that 
we go there again. All the rest of 
the season, I think all of the tracks 
are good. Only Arco and the Czech 
Republic, they are really hard and 
stony. I don't like those tracks, but 
I ride good there." 

And of the two Grand Prix slated 
for France this summer, one at Ernee 
in late May, and the other the all- 
conclusive GP at Villars sous Ecot 
in September, Febvre is thrilled: 
"For the crowd, it's always nice to be 
at your home GPs, and I like those 
tracks. At Ernee, we had the good 
Motocross of Nations two years ago, 
and the last GP, at Villars sous Ecot, 
it's really close to where I love in 
France; it's only one hour away. All 
my family will be there, and it will 
definitely be nice." 


Understandably, prior to the start 
of the new season a lot was made 
of how competitive the MXGP field 
truly was. Journalists and publicity 
people around the globe pointed 
out that 21 riders set to make a run 
at the FIM Gold Medal had won a 
GP. Furthermore, the term of "The 
Big Four" was coined, the foursome 
of title candidates including Febvre, 
Gajser, multifold World Champion 
Antonio Cairoli, and class new- 
comer Jeffrey Herlings. Thinking it 
all through, Febvre talked about his 
adversaries. 

"Antonio Cairoli has been as 
good as he is right now for 1 0 years. 
He's really strong all throughout the 
year. And in eight or nine years he 
was not injured once. He is always 
strong, and for sure Cairoli is always 
the most dangerous guy because 
what he has done in the past. I know 


Clement DeSalle can be really fast at 
some races, but at some he will stay 
behind. He cannot win every single 
race. And Herlings, that's kind of 
strange because everyone was wait- 
ing for him to win from the first moto. 
Everybody knows that he can go fast, 
but he was even crashing a lot on 
the 250. He lost two titles because 
of injuries, and on the 450 I think it is 
going to be the same for him. I don't 
think he is getting where he wants 
to. I think he is struggling a little bit 
on the 450, and I think he has a lot of 
pressure from everyone in the team. 
I won my first year and Gajser too, 
and Jeffrey was coming up after us 
and everyone was waiting for him. It 
wasn't the same for him like it was in 
the MX2 class. I think he's going to 
be a little bit better at each round, 
but it's not going to be enough to be 
World Champion. 
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"Right now everyone here is fit," 
Febvre furthered. "No one has been 
injured at the beginning of the sea- 
son. Everyone is going really fast, 
and I think at every race and every 
race weekend we try to push the 
limit. It's going to be really inter- 
esting, for sure. The guy who is the 
most consistent and up front will win 
the championship. It's a long season, 
and we need to stay on two wheels. 
On my side, I need to not put too 
much pressure on myself because 
the speed is there and the starts 
are getting better and everything is 
there. I just need to put everything 
together to have some decent races. 
I'm already pretty far behind Gajser 
in points, but there are still plenty of 
motos to go. Now I need to keep go- 
ing and to try to do my best and to 
start to score really good points. I've 
already made a few bad mistakes 
during the first three rounds. I've 
used all of my jokers already, you 
know? It's time to go." 

The only French rider to have 
ever won the MXGP World Cham- 
pionship (previously known as the 
500cc World Championship), Ro- 
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FMF RACING’S 



2017 HUSQVARNA FX 450 PROJECT BIKE 



■ For the past several weeks, we've been keeping an eye on a project bike that was coming together at the FMF 
Racing headquarters. FMF's director of marketing and business development, Don "Little D" Emler Jr., picked up a 
201 7 Husqvarna FX 450 motocross bike but wanted to build it into the ultimate do-it-all machine. Little D's goal was 
to build a bike that could be ripped down the trails one day and raced around a motocross track with a few parts 
changes the next. The finished product is pretty amazing, and we had a chance to take it out to the track and trails 
before Little D even rode it! Before we get into how it rode, though, we'll let him explain his vision... 


It's no secret that Husqvarna has throt- 
tled itself to the front of the pack as 
one of the leading motorcycle manu- 
facturers. With winning teams in both 
the Supercross and Off-Road catego- 
ries, the Austrian brand is no doubt 
a force to be reckoned with, thanks 
to its knowledge and execution in its 
production. How does this transition 
down to the average working-class 
desk jockey? Between thumb blisters 
and arm pump, I sat down to give 
some insight on my choice to go with 
the 2017 Husqvarna FX 450 as my 
project bike build. Like many of us, 
I grew up riding in the open desert 
or trails in search of good times and 
plenty of throttle twisting with family 
and friends. There's something to be 
said about the feeling you get from 
sitting around a campfire with noth- 
ing on your mind except the great 
feelings and the fun you had that day 
with your closest buds. I have always 
been a fan of watching motocross 
and Supercross, especially growing 
up in a place like the Flying Machine 
Factory, but I really didn't start riding 
tracks until I was about 15 years old. 
Of course, I immediately fell in love 
with the feeling of flying through the 
air on the jumps, and I was hooked. 
I think that growing up riding some 
of the tightest singletrack, up the 
steepest hill climbs, and on boulder- 
riddled trails really helped give me a 
leg up when it comes to overall rid- 
ing. I mean, I'm 6'4", so I guess I really 


do have a leg up. When it came time 
to build a new bike for myself, I re- 
ally wanted a bike to complement my 
riding style and the type of riding I 
do throughout the year. The 2017 FX 
450 is great because it really allows 
the rider to have the best of both 
worlds and is an amazing all-around 

"THE FX UTILIZES THE 
SAME MOTOR AND CHAS- 
SIS COMPONENTS AS THE 
FC LINE BUT INCORPO- 
RATES A FEW DETAILS 
THAT MAKE IT EPIC FOR 
OFF-ROAD RIDING." 

machine. In the FC motocross config- 
uration, the 450 has won shootouts 
in multiple media outlets, and in the 
FE enduro configuration it's a cham- 
pionship-winning off-road machine. 
The FX utilizes the same motor and 
chassis components as the FC line 
but incorporates a few details that 
make it epic for off-road riding, right 
out of the crate. Let's dive into some 
key components that make this bike 
a great crossover machine: an 18- 
inch rear wheel, larger fuel capacity 
(2.25 gallons compared to the 1.85 
gallon MX tank), a kickstand, a trac- 
tion control and dual ignition map 


switch, and WP AER 48mm air forks. 

The Husqvarna has a taller feel, 
which suits my stature and riding style. 
The first thing I did when I received the 
bike was head over to RockyMountain- 
ATVMC.com to start picking out some 
items that I felt would go well with the 
build for performance and bling. Onel 
of the first items on my list was a 19- 
inch Tusk complete rear wheel, mount- 
ed with the new Dunlop MX3S tire so I 
could make a quick wheel change for 
better performance on the motocross 
track. Then we installed a Factory 4. 1 
Titanium Megabomb exhaust system 
to help with the overall performance 
and shed some weight. A Rekluse I 
Core Manual clutch system with the 
limited-edition Kurt Caselli Foundation 
cover was a must. To accommodate 
my height and weight, we sent the 
shock to WP for a revalve and a stiffer 
rear shock spring. Thanks to the great 
adjustability of the WP AER 48 fork, 
only a few more psi were needed up 
front. I really enjoy working with the 
AER WP forks, and that shocks me. I 
had heard a lot of bad things about 
other air forks, so I was pleasantly 
surprised by the ease-of-tuning and 
on-track performance of the AER 48. 

I have never really been a big clicker- 
adjuster guy because it's a lot to take 
in. With the WP AER gauge, it really 
makes it easy to try new settings to seel 
what works. This is invaluable when 
adjusting the fork to work in both trail 
and motocross conditions. 






In stock condition, the 2017 
Husqvarna FX 450 is a great bike 
with tons of all-around riding poten- 
tial. Based off the FC motocross bike 
with some softer suspension, a larg- 
er tank, a kickstand, and an 18-inch 
rear wheel, it truly can be ripped 
around a motocross track with ease, 
as is. The modifications that Emler 
made to his personal bike, however, 
take performance to the next level, 
both on the track and trails. 

The combination of the FMF Fac- 
tory 4.1 Titanium Megabomb ex- 
haust and the Rekluse Core Manual 
clutch assembly yields big perfor- 
mance gains; the exhaust boosts 
the low-end and midrange power of 


the engine considerably, while the 
clutch provides a better connection 
between the transmission and rear 
wheel. Throttle response is instanta- 
neous yet controllable, and thanks 
to the dual ignition maps and trac- 
tion control feature that comes stock 
on the Husky, fine-tuning the power 
to suit the conditions is a cinch. 

On the trails, Emler's bike was a 
tad bit stiff for our test riderTallon La- 
Fountaine, but at a severe height and 
weight disadvantage, that was to be 
expected. Still, the bike was a joy to 
rip around the local hills, which were 
nice and green thanks to the recent 
rainfall SoCal has enjoyed. A quick 
wheel change to a the 19-inch rear 


wheel and we loaded up and drove 
down the freeway to Milestone MX 
park for a couple quick motos on the 
number-73 machine. Again, thanks to 
the variable map switch, it was easy 
to pep up the powerband and take 
full advantage of the performance of 
the FMF exhaust and Rekluse clutch. 
We were shocked to find that the 
larger FX gas tank was barely notice- 
able while riding moto-Husky did a 
great job gaining capacity without 
adding girth to the bike. 

Some of the accoutrements that 
Emler added to his bike were both 
visually stunning and performance 
enhancing. The one-piece billet tita- 
nium pegs from Nihilo offered a nice 


wide platform and plenty of grip, 
while the rest of the aluminum prod- 
ucts from the Florida-based compa- 
ny added both bling and durability. 
The Tusk wheel set held up well to 
the abuse dished out by LaFoun- 
taine, and the oversized front rotor 
kit made the already powerful Brem- 
bo binder even more awe-inspiring. 
Of course, we loved the feel of the 
ODI CFT bars and Lock-On grips, a 
couple of our favorite products. 

As a starting point, the 2017 
Husqvarna FX 450 is a great all- 
around machine that has tons of ver- 
satility. Thanks to some well-chosen 
add-ons, Emler's personal FX is not 
only versatile, but exhilarating, too. 





PARTS 

FMF Factory 4.1 Titanium Megabomb System $1,049.99 
fmfracing.com 


Tusk Impact Complete Wheel Set $569.99 

Tusk Typhoon Rear Brake Rotor $59.99 

Tusk 270mm Typhoon Floating Front Rotor $11 9.99 

Attack Graphics Kit $134.99 

rockymountainatvmc.com 


WP Rear Shock Revalve $299.99 
WP Rear Shock Spring $135.00 
wpnorthamerica.com 


Acerbis Full Body Kit $169.95 
Uniko Vented Handguards $39.95 
X Brake Carbon Front Brake Guard $189.95 
X Brake Mount $29.95 
acerbis.com 


Titanium One-Piece Foot Pegs $699.99 
Billet Clutch Cover, Blue $199.99 
Titanium Rear Brake Tip $99.99 
Billet Gas Cap $49.99 
Billet Chain Adjuster, Blue $59.95 
nihiloconcepts.com 


Rekluse Core Manual Clutch $619.00 
rekluse.com 

Powerdrive Countershaft Sprocket $23.95 
Works Triplestar Rear Sprocket $65.95 
520MXR1 Works MX Chain $97.95 
sunstar-mc.com 

P3 Carbon Hybrid Skid Plate $199.99 
P3carbon.com 

ODI Podium CFT Handlebar $129.95 
ODI Lock-On Grips $29.95 
odigrips.com 

Seat Concepts Complete Seat $259.99 
seatconcepts.com 









THE FIRST AND ONLY ASYMMETRICAL BILLET PISTON FOR 450CC AND 250CC APPLICATIONS! 
100% FULLY MACHINED BILLET PISTON 
DYNO PROVEN POWER GAINS 

EXCLUSIVE CUSTOM LAPPED TOP RING AND MATCHING PRECISION MACHINED RIN6 
GROOVE PROVIDE IMPROVED RING SEAL AND BREAK-IN 
ARMORGUDE 9 SKIRT COATING 
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KLIM XC GEAR 


Price: $59.95 (jersey); $169.99 (pant); $34.99 (glove) 

Klim may not be a household name in motocross, but 
in the word of off-road motorcycling and snowmobil- 
ing, the Colorado-based apparel brand has a shin- 
ing reputation as builders of the most-durable and 
most-functional riding gear. While some of the gear 
designed for long-haul adventure riding in inclement 
weather is among the most technical we've seen, the 
new line of Klim XC gear is built with lightweight and 
comfort in mind for a more race-oriented application. 
Having worn our XC gear for everything from moto- 
cross to trail riding to trials riding to dual-sport adven- 
tures, we can report that it is comfortable, very breath- 
able, and durable enough to resist crash damage. The 
pant, especially, is well-built and boasts a generous 
cut with lots of adjustability. We love it! 


klim.com 





BRAAAAAAP 


CSTTIRES.COM 


WHERE PASSION fcE|TS THE “GROUND 
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LEATTGPX 4.5 FLOW JACKET 


Price: $249.99 

When it's not that cold outside, but you still 
want the protection of a jacket for your 
off-road adventures, the Leatt GPX 4.5 is 
the perfect trail accessory. Featuring a 
lightweight vented shell, the jacket is 
comfortable to maneuver on, thanks 
to Spandura stretch panels on each side of the jacket. An 
internal hydration pocket will accept bladder systems up 
to three liters, and six large storage pockets allow you 
to pack every trail necessity. When the going gets hot, 
the sleeves can be zipped off and tucked away, and of 
course, the jacket's collar is designed to work perfectly 
with a Leatt Brace. 


Ieatt-brace.com 




EF2000iSv2 


POWER PRODUCTS ^ 

POWERFUL | DURABLE | RELIABLE . 


YAMAHA RELIABILITY, 
YAMAHA POWER 




INNOVATIVE POWER + LEGENDARY RELIABILITY 
IS WHAT WE DO 

Looking for the best way to get the job done? Power up with the complete line of 
power products from Yamaha. You can count on the lightweight and super quiet 
EF2000iSv2 inverter or EF3000iSEB with Yamaha Boost Technology to give you 
the power you need wherever life takes you. After leaving the track, head home 
to the incredible PW3028 pressure washer to help clean up your gear. No matter , 
what your power needs may be, Yamaha has what you need with durability and 
versatility to boot. 

To see our entire generator line or locate your nearest Yamaha dealer, 
visit yamahamotorsports.com/powerproducts 

Read Owner's Manual before operation. Specifications subject to change without notice. ©201 6 Yamaha Motor 
Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. 


PW3028 


EF3000ISEB 






WE ARE YT. 

DELIVERING GOOD TIMES 


DIRECTLY TO YOUR 

DOORSTEP 
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Price: $149.95 

We'll be honest: The Scorpion VX-35 helmet is the most intriguing 
pricepoint helmet we've ever come across, as it has some features 
that are normally found in premium lids. A polycarbonate shell and 
dual EPS liner, removable and washable liner, and DOT and ECE 
certifications are some of the features of the cool-looking helmet, 
but what really makes it stand out is the AirFit Liner Inflation Sys- 
tem. Similar to the pump system found in athletic footwear years 
ago, a chinbar-mounted pump allows you to customize the fit of 
the cheek pads for a very secure and comfortable fit. 

scorpionusa.com 


TCX X HELIUM MICHELIN BOOT 


SCORPION VX-35 HELMET 


Price: $289.99 


When it comes to off-road riding, there's usually a lot more push- 
ing and paddling involved (as far as we are concerned!) than on 
the motocross track. That's where a super-durable, grippy sole 
like the one on the TCX Helium Michelin boot come in handy. TCX 
produces high-quality boots for all applications, and the Helium is 
easy to break in, comfortable, and offers plenty of support for your 
ankles. The polyurethane heel and ankle guards offer great impact 
protection, and the aluminum buckles are easy to use and adjust. 1 - 
Best of all, though, is the genuine Michelin sole, which is designed 
for maximum traction and stability. 


tcxboots.com 
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FIND OUT MORE AT DLOG.WISECO.COM TODAY! 



800-321-1364 WISECO.COM 
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ADAM CIANCIARULO & ZACH OSBORNE | LUCAS OIL STADIUM, IN 

P: RYNE SWANBERG D: NIKON D4, NIKON 300MM F2.8, ISO 4000, 1/1 600TH @ F3.5 







limited time only 


ave $ 1 □□ 


World MXGP and Dakar proven 
Dual-Pivot pro motocross boots 
FCS flex control system 
Structural ankle brace system 
6x colors to choose from 
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Forma 

usa 



(310) 533-9390 

sales@formabootsusa.com 






DAVI MILLSAPS | DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY, FL 

P: MIKE EMERY D: NIKON D5, NIKON 300MM F2.8, ISO 5000, 1 /2000TH @ F4.0 




Zach Osborne 

Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racing 
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Excel Rims: A60 




A60 is the ultimate racing rim developed 
for professional racers looking for added 
strength and rim durability. 

• Strong - 1 5% Stronger than Takasago 

• V-Curve Profile Reduces Mud buildup 

• Available for both stock applications and 
certain aftermarket hubs 


RKExcelAmerica.com 
Tel: 760.732.3161 


Excel A60 Rims 
Excel Takasago Rims 
Notako Rims 
Excel Spoke Kits 
Excel Pro Series G2 Wheels 
Excel Tools and Accessories 
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TAKASAGO 

Uaj Available in Black, 
Gold, Silver, Blue and 
Yellow 


NOTAKO TORQUE 

Economically Priced Fully Adjustable 

Recreational Rims HS Spoke Torque Wrench H 











COLE SEELY | DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY, FL 

P: MIKE EMERY D: NIKON D5, NIKON 300MM F2.8, ISO 64, 1/2000TH @ F4.0 




Photo by Future7Media 



" THE BEST HELMET THAT 
I’VE PUT ON MY HEAD” 

COLTON HAAKER 

‘16 AMA ENDUROCROSS CHAMPION S 
16-17 FIM SUPER ENDURO WORLD CHAMPION 

“The best helmet that I’ve put on my head... 

My @scorpionexo is light, protective, well 
ventilated and has rad features like a flexible 
visor that keeps its original shape and a 
removable mouth piece at a price point that 
doesn’t break the bank!” - @coltonhaaker 


VX-R70 World Championship Helmet 

Crafted for the true endurance athlete, the VX-R70 is redefining 
what you can expect from a premium competition helmet. 
Developed and tested in the brutal conditions of Dakar, Baja 
1000 and proven on the EnduroCross circuit, the VX-R70 
meets the elevated demands of some of the world’s most elite 
racers like FIM SuperEnduro World Champion/Endurocross 
Champion Colton Haaker, Baja 1000 Champions OX 
Motorsports and FIM Rally World Champion Pablo Quintanilla! 

VX-R70 Off-road Helmet starting at only $189 


VX-R70 ASCEND 
HEW PRICE $199. 


» Additional colors and styles are available. Visit SCORPIONUSA.COM 
to view our 2017 collection and to locate an authorized dealer near you, 


Dealer Inquiries contact us at 888-672-6774 


@ScorpionExo #ScorpionExo #WeLivelnOurProtection 
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MITCHELL HARRISON | GEORGIA DOME, GA 

P: RYNE SWANBERG D: NIKON D5, NIKON 300MM F2.8, ISO 4000 


1/1 600TH @ F 3 . 5 




Uni Two Stage Air Filters 
are the "Winningest" Air 
Filters of all time! 


NO STRANGERS TO THE PODIUM! 

The Monster Energy® Kawasaki Racing Team is looking to continue its championship winning ways 
with Champion Eli Tomac. who started off the 2016-17 season by sweeping both U.S. rounds of the FIM 
World Motocross Championship and his recent Monster Energy Cup win in Las Vegas. And just in case 
you haven't heard, the Monster Energy Kawasaki Racing Team has been the most dominant Supercross 
and Motocross team in the last decade, with eight combined AMA titles. And Uni Filter has been there 
every step of the way! See you on the podium! Uni Filter - America’s air filter since 1 969! ■ 


e 2015-17 UNI FILTER. INC ALL RIGHTS RESIRVEO MADE IN THE USA 


MADE IN USA 







ELI TOMAC | GEORGIA DOME, GA 

P: RYNE SWANBERG D: NIKON D5, NIKON 300MM F2.8, ISO 4000, 1/1 600TH @ F3.5 
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WEBB PLESSINGER FORKNER TICKLE CRAIG 
CIANCIARULO FALK FEBVRE BARCIA ALESSI 
WEIMER STRIJBOS TONUS FERRANDIS PEICK 
CANTRELL COOPER DiFRANCESCO MYERS DEEGAN 


Tra n I ke the PROS. 


RYNOPOWER.COM 


FACTORY LEVEL 

SPORTS NUTRITION 

AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE 








m U SUPERMOTO WHEEL 
HEADQUARTERS 




MIND-FX.COM 
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MOTOTASSINARI 


FEATURES 

PRE-CURVED REED PETAL ENSURES BETTER 
SEAL COMBINED REED TIP AREA INCREASED BY 
10.5% WIDER REED CAGE FOR MAXIMUM FLOW 
EXCEPTIONAL HORSEPOWER GAINS ALL-NEW 
EXCLUSIVE REED PETAL MATRIX LONG REED 
STOPS ADDED TO PROGRESSIVELY SLOW PETAL TIP 
VELOCITY FOR INCREASED DURABILITY AVAILABLE 
ONLY FOR SELECT KTM AND HUSQVARNA MODELS 


The VForce4 took very little effort to install, and incredibly, it made for a 

vital power improvement. — Dirt Bike Magazine 


VIVE LA 

The VForce3 reed valve system improved the boost in the upper midrange 
and wants to let the bike rev to the moon. — Dirt Rider Magazine 


FEATURES 

INSTANT ACCELERATION ULTRA CRISP 
THROTTLE RESPONSE BROADER PEAK POWER 
SIGNIFICANT HORSEPOWER GAINS EXCLUSIVE 
CARBON FIBER REED PETAL MATRIX INCREASED 
REED PETAL LIFE DUE TO LESS STRESS ON REED 
PETALS UNMATCHED EFFICIENCY DUE TO 
DOUBLE THE REED TIP SURFACE 




@mototass / mototassinari.com 



MOTO MALL 



Your crankshaft is the 
heart of your engine. 

So, we’re like cardiologists 
...but for your engine. 



pncinnnF; 


Crankshafts ★ Connecting Rods 


¥15 


PRO NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Made 100% in the USA 480.897.1746 


www.CrankWorks.com 



Events to Watch For: 

Honda / Yamaha Redlands 6 / 10/24 Hour Knduros 
M I A H o rid Yetrrtm ( kampam ships 


A Day in the Dirt 
incus Oil OfJRoad Championships 


Far mare Jonlt amt a fall ukntmte of Gitm Helm eremti, *uf 


w w w. glenhelen. com 
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VH-bPORT KU ' 

sport motorcycle carrier „ f ^ 
(chock/hitch sold separately?; 

Find a Dealer Near You 
Toll Free: 888 818-991 5 

www.versahaul.com 


NOW OPEN 

hm. 

CALL TOO AY FOR MORE INFORMATION 

661 - 754-3366 

OR VISIT US AT 

WWW.LACR.MX 


S3 MX 

FASTTRUSA WHEELS 


• 100 % US machined 



ex CEL ^ 

951-600-7048 sales@fasterusa.com 


USA 


billet 6001 -TO hubs. 

• 5 Axis CNC machining 
In house for factory 
level parts. 

- Hubs accept stock 
bearings, spokes 
and spacers. 

• All major models 

• Free freight to 
lower 48 states 

- These are the 
highest level of 
wheels on the 
market at competitive 
pricing. 



760.947.9054 www.hdecemx.com 



CaitlPETITIVl tour 

«siW caVLY' 


OPEN PRACTICE 

8AM- 4PM 
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760.947.9054 www.hdecemx.com 












MOTO MALL 




SUSPENSION SERVICE 


shoum 
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1 420 S.RITCHEY ST. UNIT D. 
SANTA ANA, CA 92705 


ZO 

TECHNIC A 

(714) 541-5218 
www.enz 0 radn 9 .com 



ALUMINUM SELF-LOCKING 
NY-LOCK AXLE NUT 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL MODELS 


HEAVY DUTY 7D7S BILLET 
ALUMINUM FOR LIGHTWEIGHT/ 
DEPENDABLE CONSTRUCTION 



PAbb PLASTIC NYLOCK RING 
PREVENTING UNINTENTIONAL 
REMOVAL FROM VIBRATION 




PRECISION MACHINED SIX- 
POINT DESIGN FOR 
UNMATCHED TOOL FITMENT 


distributed by: 
LUIH 


/?/70/7Z7 

DEVOLRACING.COM 


tDEVOLRAGNG 


ccrspirt ?BED BUDDY 

wwwCCRSPORT.com MOTORCYCLE TRANSPORT RACK madl in ■ sinci iw 











YAMALUBE/STAR RACING/YAMAHA’S BILLY HARTLE 


Hometown: Clinton, PA 
Years Wrenching: 4 
Rider: Aaron Plessinger 
Past Riders: Alex Martin, 
Phil Nicoletti, PJ Larsen 


■ Growing up in rural Pennsylvania, Yamalube/Star Racing/Yamaha's Billy Hartle spent his weekends 
at the racetrack with his dad like many who got an early start in motocross. "I always rode, but I never 
could ride well enough to get paid," says Billy with a laugh as he reflects on his amateur days. Lucky 
for him, he was given the mechanical mindset to pursue his passions and follow a dream. Billy first 
attended MMI in Phoenix after graduating high school, and his career path was set. His schooling paid 
off immediately with a gig at a family-owned Honda dealership-a step in the right direction for his 
developing career. When his close friend Dylan Slusser gave an introduction to the Eleven 10 Mods 
team, it was the catalyst that set him on his successful path toward his current position. 

Ultimately, teaming up with an up-and-coming Alex Martin, the two of them made an exceptional 
pairing and earned enough results to garner a ride from CycleTrader.com/Rock River Yamaha in 2014. 
They would see more impressive results that year, and a job offer came from the Yamalube/Star Rac- 
ing/Yamaha team at the end of the season. The job was too good to pass up, and Hartle joined the 
squad wrenching for Aaron Plessinger at what was his first race with the team as an amateur at the 
Monster Energy Cup-all with nothing but support from longtime rider Martin. He's been in charge of 
tuning Plessinger's machine ever since and took some time to share a few details with us. 
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Suspension: The whole team is running factory 
KYB air forks and Neken clamps. We have our own 
employee who trained with Kaz Chiba at KYB who 
works on it right here in house. Currently, every- 
one actually runs the stock Yamaha linkage that 
comes on the bike. The rear shock is factory KYB, 
which has a few more adjusters on it to fine-tune 
for the rider's preference. Suspension settings 
vary, but everybody kind of likes the same feel. 
Some guys do prefer heavier springs in the front 
or the rear to hold the bike up, but as far as the 
feel of the valve setup, it's almost the same be- 
tween all of the guys. It comes down to a matter of 
the spring weight and fork pressures. Aaron's bike 
is usually set up on the stiff side because he's so 
tall and can put a lot of leverage on the back of the 
bike, and that calls for a pretty stiff shock. 

Power And Data: We use a lot of the GYTR compo- 
nents, like the head, cams, flywheels, and the igni- 
tion cover. For the clutch we use Rekluse TorqDrive, 
which has helped with our start feel. Also new for 
this year are the Wossner pistons we're running. 
The exhaust we're running is an FMF Titanium sys- 
tem with a 4.1 muffler. The mapping is all fairly close 
between all the riders; it's not much different from 
guy to guy. We use the Vortex ignition system to 


program everything, and power delivery is kind of a 
personal preference, but Aaron really likes to have 
as much as he can get right out of a corner or over 
an obstacle. We're always trying to improve our en- 
gine package. Brad [Floffman] tries different things, 
tunes the bikes in-house on our dyno, and we learn 
what's best. Right after a bike gets built it gets put 
on the dyno to make sure everything is all good. 

Brakes, Wheels, And Tires: Aaron's brake cali- 
pers are completely stock, both front and rear ro- 
tors are made by Braking. The stock front rotor is 
270mm and we don't need to put an oversize rotor 
on, but the Braking Batfly rotor does improve feel. 
We run Kite hubs matched to Excel wheels and 
Dunlop spec tires that are based off the MX3S. 

Plastics, Graphics, And Seat: The Cycra Powerflow 
plastics and shrouds introduce more air into the 
intake and that helps the bike breathe. D'Cor pro- 
vides our graphics as well as our seat covers, and 
if you look at the different riders' bikes, you'll see 
that some of them have a bit more ribs than oth- 
ers. We do that to give the guys traction on the 
bike, but to be honest, Aaron has enough legs to 
grip that he doesn't really worry about them. We 
only use the ribs we need, so we save the extra 


weight of the fabric. We also run a little bit lighter 
seat foam just to get the weight down. 

Small Details: We run CV4 hoses, which are very 
strong, and we don't have to worry about anything 
happening there. The titanium pegs are made by 
Raptor and are completely hollow so dirt doesn't 
pack into them. They're all razor sharp, and I'm 
surprised at how well the boots hold up! We use 
Works Connection axle blocks; they're a real nice 
fit. There are a bunch of GYTR trinkets like the front 
brake line and rear brake clevis-little things every- 
where on the bike. 

Comfort: He's a tall rider, but his setup didn't 
used to reflect that. Fie was kind of backwards for 
a while-he always liked really low bars and had 
them rolled back really far, but we finally got him 
to move them a little bit to give him some more 
room on the bike. Aaron runs the Neken bar, and 
it's similar to the Suzuki Race Bend that Pro Taper 
offers. They've been really durable, and we haven't 
had any problems with them at all. We use ODI 
lock-on grips and he likes grip donuts, so ODI also 
supplies those. We also use ARC levers and clutch 
perches. The riders usually know what they want, 
and as long as they're happy, they go fast. 





THE LOGGER 

LIMITED 

EDITION 

GOGGLE 
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SCOTT Sports would like to reintroduce you to The Logger MX Goggle. This is a special revisit to the 
first and most revered Limited Edition MX goggle from SCOTT. The original Logger not only provided a 
level of performance only a SCOTT Goggle can achieve, but for the first time, became a statement of 
individuality. After ten years of continued goggle innovation, this lasting design can now be 
appreciated on our most technically advanced MX goggle to date, The Prospect. 
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PROSPECT GOGGLE / 2016 
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 
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PROTAPER.COM ©PROTAPERUSA 



JUSTINBARCIA 
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